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Preface 
Kosovo has undergone profound changes over the past decade. The legacy of prolonged civil 
unrest, conflict and war is perhaps most apparent in the field of education, where children 
and young people are struggling to equip themselves with the skills and knowledge needed 
to participate fully in post-conflict Kosovo. Education is a fundamental human right; and, it 
serves as one of the most compelling instruments in unlocking the potential of Kosovars to 
build a peaceful, tolerant and prosperous future. 

Kosovo has a proud history of achievement in education. Levels of education attainment 
were high in the past compared with other countries at similar stages of economic develop-
ment. Adult literacy was almost universal, and participation and completion rates for child-
ren and youth of both genders were high at all levels. However, children - and especially 
poor children and children with impairments - are at risk of being denied their right to a 
quality education. The experience of other countries in transition - where the education of 
children was severely disrupted by ethnic strife, war and civil unrest - points to the potential 
risks ahead for Kosovo. Significant inequities in learning opportunities have emerged in 
neighbouring transition countries, with one of the key indicators being a decline in enroll-
ment rates, particularly at the upper secondary school level. Years of economic stagnation 
and conflict in Kosovo likely worsened the decline in education standards evident in other 
transition countries. The need to assess the situation in Kosovo has therefore become urgent.  

This publication is a first attempt to compile all available education statistics from 
different sources in order to, as far as possible, provide a comprehensive statistical profile of 
the sector. As shown in the report, the relatively positive educational outcomes for the 
Kosovar population as a whole conceal considerable ethnic, regional and gender variations: 
women from ethnic minorities in rural areas appear to be the most vulnerable. The tendency 
for girls to drop out of school, particularly secondary school, recalls our obligations to 
ensure a quality education for all, and the vital role of reliable, disaggregated data in that 
effort. Statistics will never provide all the answers, and we are also hampered by a lack of 
data in some critical areas; nonetheless, this publication represents a significant step forward 
in our attempts to improve our understanding of the situation of education in Kosovo. The 
report aims at establishing a baseline against which future developments in the education 
system can be monitored and evaluated; and by identifying areas where data are missing or 
need to be improved, we also hope to suggest a research agenda for further studies in 
education. 

This publication is a result of a collaborative effort between the Statistical Office of 
Kosovo (SOK), the Transitional Administrative Department of Education, Science and 
Technology (TA-DEST) and the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF). We are 
grateful to those who have contributed to the preparation of the report, and we look forward 
to further suggestions to make future versions of this publication more effective to the users 
of education statistics in Kosovo. 

Pristina in December 2001 

Ronnie Andersson, Hashim Rexhepi Michael Daxner Rosemary Fieth 
Co-directors Principal International Officer Head-of-Office 
SOK TA-DEST UNICEF 
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Chapter 1: Kosovo and its Population 

The Territory 
Kosovo is a small and landlocked territory in the center of the Balkan Peninsula. Kosovo 
borders Macedonia (FYROM), Albania, Serbia and Montenegro. Its area is 10 877 sq. 
km. This is about one third of Belgium. Kosovo is at present divided into five regions and 
30 municipalities. 

 Figure 1.1: Map of Kosovo 
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The climate in Kosovo is continental with warm summers and cold winters. Kosovo is 
densely populated with almost 200 persons per sq. km. Kosovo is poor. According to 
LSMS (Living Standard Measurement Survey 2000), 12 per cent of the population is 
extremely poor and another almost 40 per cent is poor. Thus, according to LSMS, about 
half the population in Kosovo was poor in the autumn of 2000 (World Bank (2001b)). 
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The Population 
At the end of the Second World War, Kosovo was predominantly a rural society, with the 
rural population comprising 80 per cent of the total population. In 1991, the Kosovo 
population was still 63 per cent rural. In 2000 it was estimated in LSMS that the rural 
population was about 60 per cent. It is difficult to predict future rural-urban changes, but 
if Kosovo follows the experience of other Balkan countries, it will experience a rapid 
shift toward urbanization. 

The growth of the population was extensive from the end of the Second World War up 
till the beginning of the 1990s. From 1961 to 1991 Kosovo more than doubled its 
population. During this period of time it was mainly the Albanian population that 
increased while the Serbian population remained constant and amounted to around 
200 000 people during the whole period even though its share of total population 
decreased. 

Table 1.1: Total Population and Population by Ethnic Origin According to Population Censuses 

Population census Total population      Of which in per cent  
Year  Alb. Serbian Others Total 
1948 729 000 68 24 8 100 
1953 808 000 65 23 11 100 
1961 964 000 67 24 9 100 
1971 1 244 000 74 18 8 100 
1981 1 584 000 77 13 10 100 
1991 1 956 000 82 10 8 100 

Source: Population censuses 1948 to 1991 
The total population is roughly estimated at about 2 million persons. 
  
According to LSMS 88 per cent were defined as ethnic Kosovo Albanians. The Serbian 
population accounted for 7 per cent while other ethnic groups together accounted for 
approximately 5 per cent of the total population.  

Figure 1.2: The Ethnic Distribution in Kosovo in 2000 
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Source: Living Standard Measurement Survey (LSMS) 2000 
 
Other ethnic groups consist mainly of Slav Muslims (1.9 per cent), Romas (1.7 per cent), 
and Turkish (1 per cent). 
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In an aging Europe, the population of Kosovo is an exception. The population is very 
young, about one-third under 15 years of age and half under 25 years. By contrast only 
5.5 per cent of the population is 65 years and older. The level of the “active” population 
(between 15 and 64 years of age) is about 62 per cent. The dependency ratio is high, 
largely because of the large proportion of people under 15.  
 

Table 1.2: Age Distribution, per cent 

 Females Males Total 
  0-19 years 40.2 44.8 42.5 
20-64 years 54.0 50.0 52.0 
65 and older 5.8 5.2 5.5 
 100 100 100 

Source: Demographic and Socio-economic Survey 1999 
 
The population pyramid is still triangular, despite the squaring at the base due to the 
emigration of families with children. Another particularity of the population is the 
shortage of males aged 20 to 50 mainly caused by the emigration of males for economic 
reasons, leading to significantly more females than males in that age group. The high sex 
ratio for small children, with significantly more boys than girls should also be noted 

Figure 1.3: The Population Pyramid of Kosovo 
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The population of Kosovo differs from other European populations in many ways. 
Households are still particularly large. The average household size is estimated at about 6 
members. Rural households are larger than urban households. Kosovo-Albanian house-
holds are larger than Kosovo-Serbian households. 

The number of live births per year is believed to be around 45 000. Kosovo women 
have, on average, 2.7 children. Fertility remains high compared to the rest of Europe but 
is falling swiftly. Infant and maternal mortality are high, perhaps the highest in Europe. 

Data gaps 
There are no reliable population figures for municipalities and villages in Kosovo. The 
Statistical Office of Kosovo does not believe it is possible at present to produce 
population estimates of good quality for municipalities and villages in Kosovo. Data 
collection of vital statistics (births, deaths, marriages) has just started and there are no 
results yet. The Poverty Assessment based on LSMS should be followed up as a lot has 
happened in Kosovo since autumn 2000. SOK has started a Household Budget Survey 
(HBS) in June 2002. This survey may also be used for Poverty Assessment. 
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Chapter 2: The Education System in Kosovo 

Basic Education 
This chapter gives an overview of the education system in Kosovo. Preschool education 
consists of kindergarten care and pre-primary education.1 Basic education has been 
compulsory from age 7 to 15, i.e. 8 years. These 8 years have informally been divided 
between 4 years of primary education and 4 years of lower secondary education. After 
grade 8 there are internal school-leaving tests with a certificate of completion after grade 8.  

From the 2000/01 school year, compulsory education was extended to 9 years and 
divided into primary and lower secondary education. The first cycle of compulsory 
education, i.e. primary education was prolonged to five years, starting at the age of 6. The 
implementation of this new structure has been slow but from September 2002 it will be 
compulsory. The compulsory education will then consist of 9 grades, 5 years of primary 
education and 4 years of lower secondary education.  

Figure 2.1: The Education System in Kosovo 

Existing structure Age Grade New structure Age 

3-5 Kindergarten 3-5 Preschool education 5-7 Pre-primary Preschool education 5-6 
7-8 Grade 1 6-7 
8-9 Grade 2 7-8 

9-10 Grade 3 8-9 
10-11 Grade 4 9-10 
11-12 Grade 5 

Primary education 
(compulsory) 

10-11 
12-13 Grade 6 11-12 
13-14 Grade 7 12-13 

Primary education 
(compulsory) 

14-15 Grade 8 13-14 
15-16 Grade 9 

Lower secondary education 
(middle school) 
(compulsory) 

14-15 
16-17 Grade 10 15-16 
17-18 Grade 11 16-17 Secondary education 

18-19 Grade 12 

Upper secondary education 
(Theoretical and Vocational/Technical 

Gymnasia and Vocational Schools) 17-18 

Source: TA-DEST 
 
Secondary education, i.e. upper secondary, is divided into a general and a vocational 
system. There are entrance exams for upper secondary education, for both the general and 
the vocational. General upper secondary education consists of four years and ends with 
Maturate exams. The actual structure of primary and secondary school is still 4+4+4. The 
vocational education system comprises of three or four years after compulsory/basic 
education with definitive exams after three years of vocational secondary, or Maturate 
exams after grade 12. 
                                                 
1 A child in Kosovo can attend Kindergarten from the age of 9 months up till the age of 6 years. This care is 
not classified as education before the child has reached 3 years of age. 
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Higher Education 
There is one university in Kosovo, the University of Pristina. At present the university 
has 14 faculties and 6 higher schools. The university offers four types of educational 
programmes, undergraduate (minimum of 4 years), scientific post-graduate, professional 
post-graduate and artistic post-graduate. Some higher schools within the university offer 
2- or 3-year undergraduate courses. There are at present no private higher education 
institutions in Kosovo. There is a Faculty of Islamic Studies but this is not part of the 
University of Pristina. 

The Parallel System 
One extraordinary feature of the Kosovo education system was the existence, between 
1992 and 1999, of two separate systems - one (official, small) for Kosovo Serbian 
children, and one (unofficial, large) for Kosovo Albanian children. As of March 1991, the 
financing of all Albanian-language schools ceased and companies publishing textbooks in 
Albanian were closed. In 1992, the Serbian authorities expelled 23 000 Kosovo Albanian 
teachers on the same day and imposed a unified Serbian curriculum, effectively closing 
down Albanian-language education altogether (OECD 2001b).  

Between 1992 and 1998, a self-financed shadow or “parallel” Albanian system of 
education existed alongside the Serbian system. Primary school children could, in some 
cases, continue to use their schools if Serbian children also attended, the buildings were 
divided in half or a shift system was worked out. Most secondary and university students, 
however, had their lessons in private locations. In 1998, there were 266 400 primary, 
58 700 secondary and 16 000 university students in the parallel system. Money to pay 
teachers came from a 3 per cent “income tax” that the shadow tax authorities collected as 
best they could from the trade unions and Kosovo Albanian Diaspora. (The shadow state 
fund for the Republic of Kosovo raised donations in almost all western countries, and 
accounted for some 30 per cent of the shadow state’s budget.) The “parallel” schools, 
although openly conducted and to some extent tolerated by the Serbian authorities, were 
also the subject of repression and intimidation. Quality inevitably suffered and numbers 
of pupils decreased, especially among girls. University enrolment decreased by nearly 
half. Books were a chronic problem, especially in teaching science to older students or 
medicine at university level. Politically, the “parallel” system had (and still has) a 
tremendous symbolic power. 

The Two-Layer System of Education Administration 
During 2000/01 a new education administration approach was developed by the Tran-
sitional Administrative Department of Education, Science and Technology (TA-DEST) 
and jointly implemented with the Department of Local Administration (DLA). The new 
“Two-Layer System of Education System” is regarded as necessary to ensure the right to 
quality education for all school-aged children in Kosovo. It allows for improved co-
ordination and co-operation between the central administration level (TA-DEST, DLA) 
and the existing education structures at the municipal level (Municipal Education 
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Directorates, MED). In 26 of the 30 municipalities of Kosovo, an Education Develop-
ment Office (EDO) has been set up representing the TA-DEST. In some areas with 
predominant Serbian population, this system has not yet been implemented. A Senior 
Education Officer and an Education Officer staff almost every EDO. 

The two-layer system establishes a distribution of responsibilities at the municipal 
level, which assigns all “software” of education to the EDO, whereas the MED is in 
charge of all “hardware” of education. The decentralised representation of the TA-DEST 
has assumed responsibilities previously held by the local education administration 
representing the publicly elected municipal authorities.  

The major responsibilities of the EDO include the implementation of centrally formu-
lated education policies and programmes, overseeing implementation of curricula, and 
monitoring the quality and efficiency of education. The MED is responsible for 
maintenance of school premises, general financial management of the municipal 
education system, procurement and management of school equipment and other goods 
and services, provision of transport, employment of support staff and provision of 
security. Even though the newly established EDOs have been made functional, it can be 
expected that it will take still more time to bring about the intended close co-ordination 
and co-operation with the MEDs. It is planned to overcome present difficulties through 
extended training projects jointly benefiting staff from both institutions at the municipal 
level. 

Teaching Force of Kosovo 
The total number of teachers in the education system (not including higher education) 
amounted to 24 104 during the school year of 2001/02. Many teachers who joined the 
parallel system are still teaching in schools. There is no precise data that describes the 
ratio of trained or qualified teachers compared to those who lack appropriate education. 
TA-DEST has estimated that the ratio is about 3 to 2, meaning that in any region up to as 
much as 50 per cent of the working teaching staff may be unqualified. 

Table 2.1: Number of Teachers per Level of Education and Region, School Year 2001/02 

 Pristina Prizren Peja Mitrovica Gjilan Kosovo 
     Total 

Preschool 137 55 57 96 57 402 
Compulsory 4 304 3 288 2 668 2 318 3 394 15 972 
Secondary 1 635 759 885 824 1 072 5 175 
Special schools 17 21 17 19 1 75 
Total 6 093 4 123 3 627 3 257 4 524 21 624 

Source: TA-DEST/World Bank EMIS Project 
 
The data in the table above is from the Education Management Information System 
(EMIS) project. Most of the data in chapter 4 (Preschool Education), chapter 5 
(Compulsory Education), chapter 6 (Upper Secondary), chapter 7 (Education for Pupils 
with Special Needs) and finally in appendix 4 (Education Statistics on Municipalities) are 
also from this project. The project is being funded by a grant from the World Bank, and 
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the World Bank Management Capacity Building Kosovo is leading the project. The 
project is assisting the Transitional Administrative Department of Education, Science and 
Technology to collect, collate and analyse education data for Kosovo’s education sector. 
Within this project databases are being developed. These databases contain data on 
students, teachers and schools in Kosovo. EMIS will supply basic information on 
education for both central and local authorities. 

The characteristics of the Kosovo teaching force differ from those in other countries in 
some ways. First of all, a majority of the teachers are male. At the tertiary level (higher 
education) almost 78 per cent of the teachers are male. The share of male teachers then 
declines by level of education. Second, many teachers work in schools that have more 
than one shift. In urban areas such as Pristina and Mitrovica, schools may operate in as 
many as four shifts and are thus very crowded. Finally, most teachers have worked for 
several years with very low or no salary at all. Teaching during the parallel system was 
seen as sustaining the Albanian language and culture under the pressure of the ruling 
government and therefore, even unqualified teachers had a recognised and respected 
social status which still influences the debates and discussion related to reforming the 
education system. 

The teaching tradition, which is still being practiced, is quite rigid in its 
teaching/learning methods. Dissemination of information from the teacher to the student 
is still the dominant method of teaching. There is a huge challenge for the education 
authorities in Kosovo to create a paradigm shift in teaching by moving away from the 
dominant presentation-recitation mode towards constructing a learning environment 
where students seek knowledge by experiences and group-work, debates, problem-
solving, project activities and portfolio work, which are common tools of the modern 
learning processes. 

Data Gaps 
Statistics on teachers by qualification is needed. 
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Chapter 3: Education For All in Kosovo 

Education Policy 
The education policy of Kosovo is clear. A major principle is “inclusive education”; all 
children and young people in Kosovo should be able to go to school. The present 
situation still favours some groups over others. Although conditions may be harsh for all, 
they are worse for some and the pattern of non-attendance and drop-out raises serious 
questions about who is being served (and who is missing out). It should also be noted that 
simple quantitative access without quality cannot be called “access to education”. It is 
understandable that material reconstruction of the system has been given priority, but the 
issue of educational quality for all children and young people must not be neglected.  

There is a lack of procedures and assessment data for monitoring and comparing the 
outcomes of education in Kosovo.  

Statistical Measures 
Participation in education is measured in two different ways; as enrolment or as school 
attendance. It must be clearly understood that there is a difference between school 
attendance and enrolment. One has to comprehend the fundamental differences between 
school attendance and enrolment. School attendance is, in population censuses and 
household surveys, defined as attendance at any accredited educational institution or 
programme, public or private, for organised learning at any level of education.  

The concept of school attendance is different from, but complementary to, that of 
enrolment as normally covered by school statistics collected by the Ministry of 
Education. A person may be enrolled but does not attend; and a person attending a 
training programme may not be formally enrolled in a school or an educational 
institution. A child may be enrolled but for a number of reasons not attending. 
Conversely, a child may attend school but may not be enrolled e.g. due to incomplete 
school records. 

In household surveys and population censuses the following questions are normally 
asked pertaining to school attendance: 

 
• 

• 

Is (name) currently attending school? Response categories: 
 
 Yes 
 No 

During this school year, what level and grade is (name) attending/was enrolled in? Response categories: 
 
 Level 
 Grade 
 

 See also appendix 1 and 2. 
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Regarding why children are not attending school, household surveys normally ask the 
following questions: 
 
• 
• 

What is the main reason why (name) has never attended school? 
What was the main reason why (name) left school? Response categories: 

 
Financial constraints 
School too far away 
Ill/sick 
Still too young 
Pregnancy related 
Completed/satisfied 
Refusal 
Other 
 

The following indicators are normally used in describing enrolment and school 
attendance: 

 Net Enrolment Rate (NER) 
 Net School Attendance Rate (NSAR) 
 Age-Specific Enrolment Rate (ASER) 
 Age-Specific Attendance Ratio (ASAR) 

 
NER is defined as the number of pupils of official school age enrolled in school divided 
by the total number of children of official school age. The schools report the number of 
enrolled pupils of official school age. The total number of children of official school age 
is normally obtained from population censuses or population projections based on 
population censuses. 

NSAR is defined as the number of pupils of official school age attending school 
divided by the total number of children of official school age. The number of pupils of 
official school age attending school and the total number of children of official school 
age are both obtained from responses from households in surveys or censuses.  

School Attendance 
According to the OECD (2001b): “Non-attendance and drop out is a significant problem 
in Kosovo, even during compulsory school. Data are unreliable but they indicate that 
only approximately 80 per cent of 7-15 year age cohort is in school: while for the 16-18 
age group this drops to 37-38 per cent. Moreover, there is a steady erosion of school 
attendance as a cohort moves through the system, not only at transitions from one level to 
another but in between as well.” 

But according to our data, school attendance is nearly universal – around 97 per cent 
(see table 3.1) - for children of compulsory school age (7-14). In secondary education 
though, the school attendance decrease sharply and female drop out is more common.  

Sometimes it is said that there is a substantial drop-out between grades 4 and 5, but 
according to LSMS data, drop-outs in compulsory school are rare. The main hurdle is the 
transition to upper secondary school. 
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Table 3.1: Net School Attendance Rates by Age, Gender and Level 

Primary Secondary Higher Total Age Males Females Males Females Males Females Males Females 
  7 81.0 82.9     81.0 82.9 
  8 94.5 96.2     94.5 96.2 
  9 96.7 97.3     96.7 97.3 
10 96.4 97.0     96.4 97.0 
11 97.6 95.4     97.6 95.4 
12 96.8 95.4     96.8 95.4 
13 95.7 87.8     95.7 87.8 
14 78.1 77.5 17.1 12.4   95.2 89.9 
15   62.4 58.1   62.4 58.1 
16   74.6 62.8   74.6 62.8 
17   71.4 52.5   71.4 52.5 
18   51.7 42.6   51.7 42.6 
19   19.7 11.5 20.2 17.1 39.9 28.6 
20     24.1 22.0 24.1 22.0 
21     22.0 19.6 22.0 19.6 
22     18.1 17.6 18.1 17.6 
23     16.6 12.4 16.6 12.4 
24       8.1   9.9   8.1   9.9 

Source: Demographic and Socio-economic Survey 
 
However, the separation in table 3.2 raises some important concerns. Only 77 per cent of 
the children 7-14 from “other ethnic groups” are attending school and the gender-
difference within this group is large, with only 69 per cent of girls enrolled versus 85 per 
cent of the boys. 

Table 3.2: Net School Attendance Rates by Age Groups, Gender and Ethnic Group 

 Male Female Total 
Albanian    
7-14 98.2 96.8 97.5 
15-18 74.2 56.2 65.3 
Total 6-18 91.0 84.0 87.6 
    
Serbian    
7-14 100 99.1 99.5 
15-18 86.9 92.9 89.9 
Total 6-18 95.9 96.9 98.1 
    
Other    
7-14 85.4 69.3 76.8 
15-18 54.4 40.3 46.4 
Total 6-18 77.4 61.1 68.5 

Note: Other ethnic groups are e.g. Slav Muslim, Roma and Turk. 
Source: LSMS 

 
Inequality in secondary school attendance is even more dramatic. Gender inequality in 
secondary education is of particular concern among Albanians, only about half of the 
Albanian girls 15-18 were attending school. In addition, net school attendance rates for 
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“other ethnic groups” in secondary education are below 50 per cent. Among these groups, 
girls are particularly disadvantaged having attendance rates of about 40 per cent. 

For policy target setting, there is a need to identify regions and areas where school 
attendance is particularly poor. It would then be possible to make a survey in these areas 
and systematically investigate and document the causes for non-attendance. Also 
population sub-groups with low school attendance could be identified. Using population 
census data makes it possible to give results also for small areas and small population 
sub-groups. Such data is vital for justifying increased targeting of disadvantaged areas or 
groups by Governments. 

Reasons For Not Attending School 

The LSMS includes a question on the most important reasons for not attending school. 
The answers to this question point to economic factors as the main rationale for non-
attendance. Over the entire population, the private cost of education was identified as the 
main reason for non-attendance (37 per cent) and an additional 6.5 per cent pointed to 
work as the main factor. Lack of interest was cited by 19 per cent, while safety played an 
equally significant role for parents of ethnic Albanian and ethnic Serbian children. Other 
reasons related to access to schools are significant especially in rural areas, with distance 
to school cited by 5.4 per cent. The LSMS identifies private costs as the main reason for 
non-attendance even though there are in fact no formal fees for schooling. The absence of 
opportunities in the labour market is also probably one of the key factors for not 
attending school, especially for those living in rural areas. 

However, establishing clear links between these factors and poor school attendance is 
not an easy task. What appears obvious is that some strong correlation such as ethnicity, 
gender, income and geographical location exists. One additional factor that clearly 
contributes to differences in enrollment is the education of the head of the household. 
Children aged 15-18 living in a household whose head has completed secondary school, 
have enrollment rates, which are on average 67 per cent higher than their counterparts 
living in a household whose head has not completed primary school. Similarly, enrolment 
rates in secondary school vary between 71 percent when there are only one or two 
children in the household to 58 percent, when there are six or more children. Surprising-
ly, having been displaced during the conflict does not appear to affect educational 
attainment of the youngsters involved. 

Table 3.3: School Attendance Rates in Secondary School by Number of Children in Households 

Number of children 
aged 0-16 in households 

School attendance rate in 
secondary school, per cent 

1-2 71 
3-5 64 
6- 58 
Total 66 

Source: LSMS, World Bank (2001c) 
 
A more rigorous analysis of the determinants of the decision whether or not to attend 
school, can be carried out using regression analysis. The analysis is designed to identify 
the main determinants of enrolment that are reported separately for boys and girls from 
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the Albanian sample and for the full Serbian sample. Unsurprisingly, given the much 
lower enrolment rates, the most interesting results are for non-Serbian girls. The 
determinants of enrolment in secondary education for this group are given in Box 3.1. 
 
 

Box 3.1:  Determinants of Enrolment in Secondary Education 
for Non-Serbian Girls 

The probability of enrolment increases with: 
 Educational level of father and mother 
 Residence in urban area 
 Household income 

The probability of enrolment decreases with:  
 Household size 
 Belonging to “other ethnic groups” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: LSMS, World Bank (2001c) 
 
Finally, for those enrolled, the issue becomes one of identifying the causes of poor 
educational outcomes as expressed by drop-out rates or the grade achieved (in the 
absence of learning achievement data). Absence from school is often seen as a major 
cause of poor performance at school. However, in the LSMS sample only about 4 per 
cent of children attending school suffered significant absenteeism. The major cause of 
absenteeism among Albanians is illness, while Serbians cited displacement and safety as 
more important factors. Safety was also cited as important among urban children from 
other ethnic groups. About 68 percent of those experiencing absenteeism during the last 
year are rural Albanians, mainly due to illness, non-operating schools, and other reasons. 

Data Gaps 
There is a great need for information about the quality of education in Kosovo. Student 
assessment studies should be carried out and Kosovo should participate in some of the 
international assessment studies going on around the world. The Transitional 
Administrative Department of Education, Science and Technology is building a central 
capacity to conduct standardised assessments of student learning in compulsory 
education. These data are the first step to monitoring and evaluating educational quality 
and variations in educational quality. 
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Chapter 4: Preschool Education 

Introduction 
In Kosovo, preschool education is divided into kindergarten and pre-primary education. 
Generally, Kosovo educators have used pre-primary to refer to the preparation class in 
primary school (non-compulsory). In the 1999/2000 school year, 6-7 years old attended 
this class. With the new structure of the education system, all 6 year olds were required to 
attend grade 1, and therefore the pre-primary education in Kosovo now covers the 5-6 
year olds. (Also, see figure 2.1.) The other part of preschool education is kindergarten. In 
Kosovo, the term ‘kindergarten’ has been used to refer to full day-care services for 
children from 9 months to 7 (before September 2001) and now to 6 years.  

The data used in this chapter is from the EMIS project, which was described in chapter 
2. The data in the EMIS project does not distinguish between kindergarten and pre-
primary education. Therefore, this chapter provides data on all preschool education (i.e. 
all education before compulsory education) with no separation between kindergarten and 
pre-primary education. It is proposed to use the term “early childhood education” to 
conform to the international system, that is to include all educational and child care 
programmes, both center and community-based, from birth to the beginning of 
compulsory education. The changes in the education system, and the new focus on the 
needs and rights of all young children, will enable Kosovo to incorporate the latest 
thinking about early childhood education into the education system. 

The data in this chapter, chapter 5 (Compulsory Education) and chapter 6 (Upper 
Secondary Education) are based on statistics at the municipality level from the EMIS 
project. In this report the data on the municipality level is grouped and presented either 
by region (Pristina, Prizren, Peja, Mitrovica and Gjilan) or as grouped into 4 different 
types of municipalities (Big, Medium, Average and Small) based on the size of each 
municipality. The grouping of 4 different types of municipalities is shown in appendix 3 
and is mainly used when presenting ratios or indicators of data such as number of pupils 
per teacher. The data on municipalities are presented in appendix 4. 

Pupils, Schools and Teachers in Preschool Education 
Before the 1998/99 conflict, only a small minority of children had access to preschool 
education. The preschool kindergartens were proved by the state as child care for 
working parents, and in some cases were built next to factories. The majority of Albanian 
children did not have access to these institutions during the parallel system. Many 
preschools were damaged during the war, and some were used as centres for refugees. 
Early childhood programmes were started again in 1999 but access to preschool 
education is very poor in Kosovo. The majority of children do not have access to formal 
early childhood education programmes.  
 

The total number of pupils in preschool education as of August 2001, was 7 343. A 
little more than 51 per cent of these pupils were boys. Due to population reasons, the 
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number of pupils was largest in the Pristina region. Apart from being the most populated 
region it also has a larger number of women in the workforce than the other regions. In 
Prizren there were only 265 pupils in preschool education as of August 2001. 
 
Figure 4.1: Number of Pupils Attending Preschool Education by Gender and Region as of August 2001 
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Source: TA-DEST/World Bank EMIS Project 
 
In the school year 2001/02, there were 37 public preschools in Kosovo. 30 of these were 
situated in Big or Medium sized municipalities. The number of pupils per school 
averaged 198. The Big municipalities showed the largest share with 391 pupils per 
preschool, while the corresponding ratio was only 75 in the Medium sized municipalities. 
This measure does not necessarily say anything about how crowded the schools and 
classes are since that depends on the size of the specific school and the number of 
teachers. 

Table 4.1: Number of Schools, Pupils and Pupils/School Ratio in Preschool Education by Municipality 
Group, School Year 2001/02 

 Number of schools Number of pupils Pupils/School ratio 
Big 12 4 695 391 
Medium 18 1 352  75 
Average 3 395 132 
Small 4 901 225 
Kosovo 37 7 343 198 

Source: TA-DEST/World Bank EMIS Project 
 
Besides teachers, the educational staff consists of administrative and support staff. The 
distributions of these different categories of staff are shown in table 4.2 below. Teachers, 
constitute 45 per cent of the total staff. Around 24 per cent is classified as administrative 
personnel and almost 31 per cent as support staff.  
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Table 4.2:  Educational Staff by Position in Preschool Education by Municipality Group, School Year 
2001/02 

 Teachers Administrative staff Support staff Total education staff 
 Number Per cent Number Per cent Number Per cent Number Per cent 
Big 251 45.7 154 28.1 144 26.2 549 100 
Medium 93 44.3 45 21.4 72 34.3 210 100 
Average 15 41.7 12 33.3 9 25.0 36 100 
Small 43 43.9 5 5.1 50 51.0 98 100 
Kosovo 402 45.0 216 24.2 275 30.8 893 100 

Source: TA-DEST/World Bank EMIS Project 
 
The number of pupils per educational staff gives us information about the sizes of classes 
and the learning environment in the schools. The average number of pupils per total 
educational staff in preschools amounted to around 8 in Kosovo. But the number of 
pupils per teacher is perhaps more interesting. There is a large variation in the 
pupil/teacher ratio between municipalities. In the Average sized municipalities there are 
more than 26 pupils per teacher compared to the Medium sized municipalities where 
there are less than 15 pupils per teacher on average. 
 
Figure 4.2:  The Numbers of Pupils in Preschool Education per Teachers and Total Educational Staff 

by Municipality Group, School Year 2001/02 
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Data Gaps 
There is a need for data on the percentage of children attending preschool. The statistics 
on children in preschool should be divided by gender. To avoid confusion, the termi-
nology used should be the same as in ISCED.2  

There is no information on the numbers of children from minority communities 
attending early childhood education programmes. It is believed that very few Roma, 
Ashkaelia or Egyptian children attend. There are also now some private kindergartens, 
especially in the Prizren areas, but the Transitional Administrative Department of 
Education, Science and Technology (TA-DEST) has no information about the numbers of 
children attending, or the status of the staff. It is hoped that in 2002 the TA-DEST can 
develop and implement a regulatory framework for private and municipal kindergartens, 
including minimum staffing requirements. 

 
2 More information about international classifications on education is given in Chapter 13 where a brief 
description on ISCED (International Standard Classification of Education) is also provided. 
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Chapter 5: Compulsory Education - Primary and 
Lower Secondary Education 

Introduction 
The duration of compulsory education in Kosovo is 8 years. It has unofficially been 
divided between 4 years of primary education and 4 years of lower secondary education, 
even though it officially only has been referred to as primary education. The new struc-
ture of the education system will add one year to compulsory education, which will turn 
the primary education into 5 years. Since in the existing educational system there is no 
formal division of compulsory education between primary and lower secondary 
education, all data in this chapter refers both to primary and lower secondary, that is all 8 
years of compulsory education. 

Number of Pupils, Schools and Teachers 
The total number of pupils enrolled in compulsory education in Kosovo, as of August 
2001, was 320 843. A little more than half of these were boys. In Pristina, the largest 
populated region, the number of pupils was almost twice as large as in Mitrovica, 84 103 
in Pristina compared to 42 905 pupils in the latter region. 92 per cent of these pupils were 
of Albanian ethnicity, while less than 5 per cent were of Serbian origin. 

Figure 5.1: Number of Pupils Enrolled in Compulsory Education by Gender and Region as of August 2001 
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In the school year 2001/02, there were a total of 985 schools (including satellite schools) 
for compulsory education in Kosovo. The majority of schools and pupils are situated 
within the Big and Medium sized municipalities. The average number of pupils per 
school was 326. There are on average more pupils per school in the Big and Medium 
sized municipalities compared to the Average and Small municipalities. As mentioned in 
the previous chapter, this measure does not necessarily say anything about how crowded 
the schools and classes are since that depends on the size of the specific school and the 
number of teachers. 

Table 5.1: Number of Schools, Pupils and Pupils/School Ratio in Compulsory Education by  
Municipality Group, School Year 2001/02 

 Number of schools Number of pupils Pupils/School ratio 
Big 462 176 030 381 
Medium 409 118 233 289 
Average 89 20 512 230 
Small 25 6 068 243 
Kosovo 985 320 843 326 

Source: TA-DEST/World Bank EMIS Project 
 
As evident from table 5.2 teachers constitute on average more than 80 per cent of the 
total educational staff in compulsory schools in Kosovo. This share is almost twice as 
large as the corresponding share in pre-primary education, where only 45 per cent of the 
total educational staff are teachers. Of the total number of educational staff, less than 5 
per cent are classified as administrative staff and around 14 per cent as support staff. 
There are small differences between the groups but the Small municipalities have a 
smaller share of teachers and a larger share of support staff than the others. 

Table 5.2:  Educational Staff by Position in Compulsory Education by Municipality Group, School Year 
2001/02 

 Teachers Administrative staff Support staff Total education staff 
 Number Per cent Number Per cent Number Per cent Number Per cent 
Big 8 516 81.1 536 5.1 1 454 13.8 10 506 100 
Medium 5 844 81.4 306 4.3 1 033 14.4 7 183 100 
Average 1 121 81.5 69 5.0 186 13.5 1 376 100 
Small 491 73.7 28 4.2 147 22.1 666 100 
Kosovo 15 972 80.9 939 4.8 2 820 14.3 19 731 100 

Source: TA-DEST/World Bank EMIS Project 
 
By studying the number of educational staff per pupil one can comment on the sizes of 
classes and the learning environment in the schools. The number of pupils per total 
educational staff amounts to around 16 in Kosovo. But the number of pupils per teacher 
is perhaps more interesting and it varies by more than 8 pupils between the different 
groups of municipalities. There are on average more than 20 pupils per teacher within the 
Big and Medium municipalities, while there are only around 12 pupils per teacher in the 
Small municipalities. 
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Figure 5.2:  The Numbers of Pupils in Compulsory Education per Teacher and Total Educational Staff 
by Municipality Group, School Year 2001/02 
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Source: TA-DEST/World Bank EMIS Project 

Data Gaps 
There is great need for so-called tracer studies which follow students through the 
education system and out to the labour market. This could be done by following a cohort, 
for example every fifth year, through the education system and out to the labour market. 
Statistics on grades, for example by gender, is also needed. 
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Chapter 6: Upper Secondary Education 

Introduction 
Upper secondary education in Kosovo consists of three or four years. It is divided into 
grammar school and vocational education. The general grammar school lasts for four-
years, while it is possible to complete vocational education after three years through so-
called Final exams. After four years of studies in grammar school or vocational education 
there are Maturita exams, which are both written and oral. During the school year 
2001/02, there were a little more than 90 000 students enrolled in upper secondary 
education; almost 50 percent of these students attended vocational schools. 

First, this chapter provides some statistics regarding the total upper secondary school 
and secondly, a statistical description of the upper secondary vocational education 
regarding number of students, schools and teachers. School attendance, which drops 
sharply when we move into upper secondary level of education, was discussed in chapter 
3. 

Students, Schools and Teachers in Grammar School 
The total number of students enrolled in upper secondary school (here after just referred 
to as upper secondary) in Kosovo, as of August 2001, was 90 507. Compared to 
compulsory education the share of female students has dropped and constitutes 42 per 
cent of all students in upper secondary. 

Figure 6.1: Number of Students Enrolled in Secondary Education by Gender and Region, August 2001 
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Pristina had the largest number of students, followed by Gjilan. These two regions also 
had the highest shares of female students, around 45 per cent. In the other regions, less 
than 40 per cent of the students were female. 

In total, there were 127 upper secondary schools in Kosovo. Almost 80 of these were 
situated in the Big sized municipalities. The student/school ratio varies from less than 200 
students on average per school in the group of Small sized municipalities to 846 at the 
schools in Medium sized municipalities. For Kosovo as a total, there are on average 713 
students in each upper secondary school, which is significantly more than the corre-
sponding 326 pupils in each school in compulsory education. 

Table 6.1: Number of Schools, Students and Students/School Ratio in Secondary Education by Muni-
cipality Group, School Year 2001/02 

 Number of schools Number of students Students/School ratio 
Big 78 56 928 730 
Medium 33 27 934 846 
Average 8 4 056 507 
Small 8 1 588 199 
Kosovo 127 90 507 713 

Source: TA-DEST/World Bank EMIS Project 
 
There were 5 175 teachers in upper secondary education during the school year 2001/02. 
The total number of educational staff was 6 343. The share of teachers, 81.6 per cent on 
average for Kosovo, is just above the share of teachers in compulsory education. The 
distribution of different educational staff is similar to the one in compulsory education.  

Table 6.2:  Educational Staff by Position in Secondary Education by Municipality Group, School Year 
2001/02 

 Teachers Administrative staff Support staff Total education staff 
 Number Per cent Number Per cent Number Per cent Number Per cent 
Big 3 217 81.2 224 5.7 519 13.1 3 960 100 
Medium 1 537 82.5 63 3.4 264 14.2 1 864 100 
Average 252 86.0 12 4.1 29 9.9 293 100 
Small 169 74.8 0 0.0 57 25.2 226 100 
Kosovo 5 175 81.6 299 4.7 869 13.7 6 343 100 

Source: TA-DEST/World Bank EMIS Project 
 
The average student/teacher ratio is 17.5 and varies from on average only around 9 
students per teacher in the Small municipalities to around 18 in the Medium and Big 
municipalities. These ratios are a couple of units lower than those in compulsory 
education shown in chapter 5. 
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Students, Schools and Teachers in Vocational Schools 
As mentioned above, almost 50 per cent of all students at upper secondary level study at 
vocational schools. The total number was 44 182 during the school year 2001/02. Of 
these, only 38 per cent were female students. In Mitrovica region, the share of female 
students was less than 29 per cent. 

Figure 6.2:  The Number of Students Enrolled in Vocational Schools by Gender and Region, School 
Year 2001/02 

 
 

0

4000

8000

12000

16000

Pristina Peja Gjilan Mitrovica Prizren

Female

Male

 
 
 
 
 r

 m
be

 N
u

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: TA-DEST/World Bank EMIS Project 
 
According to the EMIS data, there are 43 vocational schools listed with students. 
According to the OECD (2001b), there are 16 fields of direction and the most common 
ones are general technical schools, “economics” schools, and “medical” schools. On 
average, there are a little more than 1 000 students in each vocational school. Compared 
to the total upper secondary grammar school, this number is higher. There, each school 
had on average 713 students.  

Table 6.3: Number of Schools, Students and Students/School Ratio in Vocational Schools by Municipal-
ity Group, School Year 2001/02 

 Number of schools Number of students Students/School ratio 
Big 33 34 378 1 042 
Medium 7 8 480 1 211 
Average 3 1 324 441 
Small 0 0 0 
Kosovo 43 44 182 1 027 

Source: TA-DEST/World Bank EMIS Project 
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The total number of teachers in vocational schools was 2 480, which corresponds to 
almost 85 per cent of the total educational staff. Compared to grammar schools, the share 
of teachers is a little higher. The average student/teacher ratio is 18. 

Table 6.4:  Educational Staff by Position in Vocational Schools by Municipality Group, School Year 
2001/02 

 Teachers Administrative staff Support staff Total education staff 
 Number Per cent Number Per cent Number Per cent Number Per cent 
Big 1 947 84.4 102 4.4 258 11.2 2 307 100 
Medium 432 86.4 18 3.6 50 10.0 500 100 
Average 101 87.1 6 5.2 9 7.8 116 100 
Small 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 100 
Kosovo 2 480 84.8 126 4.3 317 10.8 2 953 100 

Source: TA-DEST/World Bank EMIS Project 
 
Finally, it is worth making a note of the quality of vocational education in Kosovo. No 
structured links between vocational school and the local economic environment have 
been observed. This undermines the entire notion of vocational education. At the school 
level no staff member has specific responsibility for liaison with employers or social 
partner organisations. Links with local labour market support structures are also poor or 
non-existent. Schools do not track school leavers after they get jobs and liaison with, and 
support, from local employment offices are poor. 

Data Gaps 
There is a great need for so-called tracer studies. The purpose of tracer studies is to 
follow students from education to the labour market. There is also a need to follow 
students through the education system. This could be done by following a cohort, for 
example every fifth year, through the education system and out to the labour market. 
Statistics on grades, for example by gender, is also needed. 
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Chapter 7: Education for Pupils with Special Needs 

Introduction 
The Transitional Administrative Department of Education, Science and Technology 
emphasises a policy of inclusion for children with special needs. This means that all 
children have a right to attend school. The long-term objective is to include children with 
impairments into the regular schools and classes rather than segregate them into special 
schools. Inclusive education focuses on identifying and removing barriers to participation 
and learning. Instead of trying to mould the child into a normal pupil, the emphasis is on 
adapting the regular school environment to meet the pupil’s special needs. However, this 
will be a long and difficult process and its implementation can only be done according to 
a step-by-step, gradual approach. 

Number of Pupils, Schools and Teachers 
During the school year 2001/02, only a very small percentage of children with impair-
ments were attending school. According to the Transitional Administrative Department of 
Education, Science and Technology EMIS Unit, there are currently only 503 pupils in 
Kosovo attending special needs schools and classes, and now only a few pupils are par-
ticipating in regular school classes.  

Special needs education is being carried out in 7 special schools and 7 attached classes 
in the regular schools, making it 14 units altogether. Three of the special schools have 
dormitories; the children in another special school reside there as permanent residents. 
More than half of the pupils that are attending special needs education study at boarding 
schools and a little less than one third attend regular special schools without boarding. At 
the moment only 16 per cent of the special needs pupils are attending attached classes in 
regular schools. 

Figure 7.1: Educational Settings in Special Needs Education in Kosovo, August 2001 
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As mentioned above, there were a total number of 503 pupils in 14 schools. The schools 
are situated in the following municipalities: Pristina (3), Shtime (1), Prizren (2), Gjakova 
(2), Peja (2), Leposaviq (1), Mitrovica (2), Gjilan (1). 

Besides the 75 teachers in special needs education, the educational staff consists of 
administrative and support staff. The teachers constitute 54 per cent of the total edu-
cational staff in special needs education. This share is lower than the corresponding share 
in compulsory education, where more than 80 per cent of the educational staff was 
teachers.  

Pupils attending special needs education, do by definition require more support than 
pupils in ordinary primary education. Thus, the share of administrative and support staff 
is higher in special needs education compared to compulsory education. The number of 
pupils per teacher in special needs education is considerable lower compared to the corre-
sponding ratio in compulsory education. The average number of students per teacher is 
6.7, which is well below the average in Kosovo’s compulsory schools of 20.1.  

Special Needs Pupils by Impairments 

The vast majority of special needs children do not attend school. Among the students who 
are at school, more than 60 per cent have an intellectual impairment. The rest of special 
education is provided for students with either hearing or visual impairment. Hearing 
impairments constitutes around 27 per cent and visual impairments accounts for the 
remaining 10 per cent. The boys are in majority, 346 boys compared to 157 girls, 
implying that the boys constitute almost 69 per cent of pupils in special needs education. 

Figure 7.2: Type of Impairment in Special Needs Education in Kosovo, August 2001 
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Data Gaps 
According to the estimates of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), in 
1990, 5.2 per cent of the world’s population experienced moderate to severe impairment. 
This ranged from 7.7 per cent in so-called developed countries to 4.5 per cent in less 
developed areas. The World Health Organisation’s (WHO) statistics are more general and 
refer to the entire range of impairments, and they suggest a range of 10 to 15 per cent in 
developing societies, with a higher prevalence level in developed countries. 

There is a serious lack of reliable information on the nature and prevalence of children 
with special needs in Kosovo. The Kosovo public school system has a current total 
enrolment of about 419 000 pupils/students. Given most conservative estimates of severe 
levels of impairments (1 per cent), the likely incidence of children with impairments is 
over 4 000.  

Data regarding impaired children has been collected by special instances and NGOs, 
but the statistics are incoherent and unreliable for the following reasons:  

 Different survey technologies are used to collect information; 

 There are different definitions of impairments and special needs; 

 Most children with special needs are not identified by school surveys, because 
most of them do not attend school; 

 There is a serious lack of human resources capacity/infrastructure to identify and 
assess different impairments, as well as a lack of qualified staff who can design 
appropriate educational settings for the children.  

Some Recommendations for the Future Plans 

Appropriate data gathering concerning special needs in Kosovo is a prerequisite for the 
development of future educational planning. Currently, the Transitional Administrative 
Department of Education, Science and Technology EMIS Unit only collects data 
concerning the special needs children who are attending school. Without data concerning 
those who do not attend school, and who constitute the majority of special needs children 
in Kosovo, concrete and effective future educational planning is difficult.  

In addition to identifying the total number of the children with impairments in Kosovo, 
it is also crucial to obtain detailed information concerning the specific nature of their 
impairments. This information is needed to design individual educational settings and 
other related services. The development of an accurate database can only be accomp-
lished, as the local infrastructure/human capacity to identify and assess children’s 
impairments increases. 

Best results can be reached through multidisciplinary collaboration among counterparts 
in related fields. Health, social welfare and other government organisations, community-
based rehabilitation programme workers and volunteers should be tapped and trained for 
data collection activities. Management systems for data collection must ensure the 
application of information collected to coordinate educational service planning and 
delivery involving all relevant government agencies and NGOs. 
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Chapter 8: Higher Education 

Introduction 
Although the first faculties and higher education institutions in Kosovo were founded 
between 1958 and 1969, they functioned either independently or within the University of 
Belgrade. The University of Pristina was founded in 1970. At the start it was four 
faculties: philosophy, law, engineering and medicine. By the time of 1990 the number of 
faculties had grown to 13, and 7 higher schools were attached to the University. In June 
1991, however, Serbs were appointed to all senior posts. Within 6 months, all Albanian 
staff and students were expelled. During the next following 8 years, the work continued 
in the parallel system in very difficult conditions. Today, the University of Pristina has 14 
faculties and 6 higher schools. The higher schools offers more vocational oriented studies 
than the faculties and are located in different parts of Kosovo.  

Every faculty of the University organises its own entrance exams. These usually test 
rather basic and factual knowledge. To compete for a place in higher education, students 
must have a certificate of completion for either gymnasium studies, i.e. grammar school, 
or the 4-year form of vocational secondary school. 

The University offers four types of studies. These are undergraduate (minimum 4 
years), scientific post-graduate, professional post-graduate and artistic post-graduate. 
Some of the higher schools within the University offer 2- or 3-year undergraduate 
courses. In practice there are no doctoral or professional studies at present in the 
University of Pristina. However, many post-graduate students take more than 4 years to 
obtain their Master of Science or Master of Arts degree. It is also possible then to convert 
this into a doctorate if the candidate has at least one paper published in a refereed 
international journal, and if the University agrees. 

There are at present no private higher education institutions in Kosovo. There is a 
Faculty of Islamic Studies but this is not part of the University of Pristina. 

Number of Students, Schools and Teachers 
According to the OECD (2001b) only 4 545 students were admitted to the University in 
the year 2000. Altogether there were 19 060 students registered for university studies 
during the academic year 2000/01.3 The majority of these, 15 011, were performing 
studies at one of the 14 faculties, while 4 049 were students at one of the 6 higher 
schools. 3 out of 4 students were studying full time. Part time studies seemed to be more 
common in the vocational programmes offered at the higher schools than within the 
faculties. Since the start of this academic year (2001/02), part time studies are not longer 
available. The faculties of Economics and Law have the greatest number of students 
(2 581 and 2 285 respectively) followed by the faculties of Medicine (1 693) and 
Philosophy (1 545). At the Faculty of Law almost half of the students were signed in as 
part time students. The fewest students (182) were in the Pedagogical Faculty. 
                                                 
3The academic year of 2000/01 refers to the period October 2000 – September 2001. 
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Table 8.1: Number of Students at the University According to Fields of Studies, Academic Year 2000/01 

Institutions of high education Full time Part time Total
Philosophy 917 628 1 545
Science 1 021 118 1 139
Philology 796 547 1 343
Law 1 160 1 125 2 285
Economics 1 697 884 2 581
Civil Engineering and Architecture 939 0 939
Electro Technology 1 060 0 1 060
Mechanics 771 0 771
Medicine 1 693 0 1 693
Arts 332 0 332
Agriculture 419 0 419
Mining, Metallurgy 291 0 291
Faculty of Physical Education 299 132 431
Teaching 153 29 182
Higher Pedagogical School - Pristina 619 442 1 061
Higher Economic School - Peja 199 135 334
Higher Technical School - Mitrovica 485 0 485
Higher Pedagogical School - Prizren 469 480 949
Higher Pedagogical School - Gjakova 361 112 473
Higher Pedagogical School - Gjilan 337 410 747
Sum of Faculties 11 548 3 463 15 011
Sum of Higher Schools 2 470 1 579 4 049
Total University 14 018 5 042 19 060

Source: University of Pristina 

As mentioned in the introduction, the higher schools offers more vocationally oriented 
studies than the faculties and are located in different parts of Kosovo. In Pristina, Prizren, 
Gjakova and Gjilan there are Higher Pedagogical Schools. There is a Higher Economic 
School situated in Peja and in Mitrovica there is a Higher Technical School. Altogether 
there are 6 higher schools, 4 of them pedagogical. At some of the higher schools part time 
studies are more common than full time studies. This is the case for the Higher 
Pedagogical Schools in Prizren and Gjilan. On average 64 per cent of the students at the 
higher schools are attending at part time. 

The total teaching personnel amounted to 801 for the academic year 2000/01. Out of 
these, 594 were employed full time and 207 were employed at part time. The male 
teachers are in majority and constitute 78 per cent. More than 60 per cent of the teachers 
have a Phd-degree. 

Table 8.2: Teaching Personal at the University by Degree and Gender, Academic Year 2000/01 

 Phd Masters Total 
 Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total
Employed on full time 256 111 367 186 41 227 442 152 594
Additional work force 109  18 127  73  7  80 184 23 207
Total 365 129 494 259 48 307 624 177 801

Source: University of Pristina 
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In the academic year 1999/2000 more than 1 600 students graduated from the University. 
Around 900 of these graduated from one of the 14 faculties and received a Bachelor’s 
degree. 700 graduated from one of the higher schools, which are 2-year programmes.4 
Part time students accounted for more than 40 per cent of the total number of graduates. 

Table 8.3: Number of Graduated Students by Fields of Studies in the Academic Year 1999/2000 

Full time Part time Total Faculties and 
Vocational Schools Males Females Total Males Females Total Males Females Total 
Philosophy 25 50 75 31 8 39 56 58 114 
Science 29 18 47 14 7 21 43 25 68 
Philology 39 48 87 27 24 51 66 72 138 
Law 49 15 64 20 7 27 69 22 91 
Economics 69 26 95 63 22 85 138 42 180 
Civil Eng, Architecture 10 4 14 0 0 0 10 4 14 
Electro Technology 44 7 51 0 0 0 44 7 51 
Mechanics 19 4 23 0 0 0 19 4 23 
Medicine 57 55 112 0 0 0 57 55 112 
Arts 17 9 26 0 0 0 17 9 26 
Agriculture 35 7 42 0 0 0 35 7 42 
Mining, Metallurgy 21 6 27 0 0 0 21 6 27 
Faculty of Phys. Ed. 12 6 18 13 0 13 25 6 31 
Teaching 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
HPS - Pristina 12 22 34 36 70 106 48 92 140 
HES- Peja 18 16 34 28 9 37 46 25 71 
HTS - Mitrovica 61 14 75 0 0 0 61 14 75 
HPS - Prizren 5 9 14 24 53 77 29 62 91 
HPS - Gjakova 25 33 58 90 69 159 115 102 217 
HPS - Gjilan 2 41 43 14 49 63 16 90 106 
Sum of Faculties 426 255 681 168 68 236 600 317 917 
Sum of Higher Schools 123 135 258 192 250 442 315 385 700 
Total University 549 390 939 360 318 678 915 702 1 617 

Note: HPS=Higher Pedagogical School, HES=Higher Economic School, HTS=Higher Technical School 
Source: University of Pristina 
 
The Faculty of Economics had the greatest number of graduates, 180, during the 
academic year 1999/2000. There were more than 100 graduates from each of the faculties 
of Philology, Philosophy and Medicine. These faculties also had the largest shares of 
female graduates, around 50 per cent. Totally though, only 317 out of the total 917 
graduates were female. Thus, female graduates only constituted around one third of the 
total number of Bachelor’s degrees earned during the period. 

At the more vocational educational programmes, offered by the higher schools, there 
were more females than males that graduated during 1999/2000. In particular, the Higher 
Pedagogical Schools had many female graduates. 

Very few students graduated from the University with a Master’s degree during the 
academic year 1999/2000. They were only 49 and only 8 of these were female. The 
faculties of Arts and Medicine had the most Master graduates, with 12 and 11 
respectively. At present there are no regular doctoral or professional studies at the 
University but many post-graduate students take more than 4 years to obtain their 
Master,s degree, and it is then possible to convert it into a Phd-degree as described in the 
                                                 
4 The 2-year programmes at the higher schools correspond to ISCED level 5B. See also chapter 13. 
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introduction. Thus, there were 23 Phd-degrees awarded in the academic year 1999/2000, 
17 of these to male post-graduates. 

Table 8.4: Numbers of Passed Master and Phd-Degrees in the Academic Year 1999/2000 

 Masters Phd 
Faculties and post secondary schools Males Females Total Males Females Total
Philology  1 1  2 1 0 1 
Natural sciences  3 1  4 4 1 5 
Physiology  3 0  3 3 1 4 
Law  2 1  3 0 0 0 
Economics  5 1  6 0 1 1 
Civil Engineering and Architecture  0 0  0 0 0 0 
Electro Technology  2 0  2 1 1 2 
Mechanics  2 0  2 1 0 1 
Medicine 10 1 11 5 2 7 
Arts  9 3 12 0 0 0 
Agriculture  0 0  0 0 0 0 
Metallurgy  2 0  2 2 0 2 
Faculty of Physical Education  2 0  2 0 0 0 
University 41 8 49 17 6 23 

Source: University of Pristina 

Data Gaps 
There is a need to follow the graduates into the labour market by carrying out so-called 
tracer studies. There is also a need for statistics on the transition from upper secondary 
school to higher education and the flow through higher education (drop-outs, exam's pass 
rates). Statistics on the student's socio-economic background should also be produced. 
All statistics on higher education should of course be divided by gender. 
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Chapter 9: Adult education 

The Concept of Adult Education 
Lifelong learning is a concept that became current in the 1970s. At that time, lifelong 
learning was identical with giving adults access to formal courses at educational insti-
tutions. Today a more comprehensive approach has been adopted by international org-
anisations such as OECD, UNESCO and the European Commission. This approach to 
lifelong learning covers all purposeful learning activities, from the cradle to the grave, 
that aim to improve knowledge and competences for all individuals who wish to partici-
pate in learning activities. 

Perhaps the single most important idea behind the concept of lifelong learning is that 
adults should continually update and, if necessary, upgrade their knowledge, skills and 
competencies. This is referred to as contingent education and training. The argument for 
this is based on the evidence that “once-and-for-all” initial education and training is less 
and less adequate as a basis for continued employability. In Kosovo many adults are 
handicapped by the low levels of initial qualifications that they acquired when they left 
the formal education system. Others were adequately qualified when they left school, but 
have seen the occupations for which they prepared being transformed or disappearing 
altogether. Also, the pace technological change takes place is increasing making it 
increasingly important for adults to learn and upgrade their knowledge. There is also 
solid evidence that, on average, better-educated adults earn more and are less likely to be 
unemployed, which is good motivation for adult education and training for the individual. 

Definition and Measures of Adult Education 

Adult education can be of many different types. It can be achieved by returning to formal 
education and training, or undertaking non-formal learning through on-the-job training, 
peer-coaching, or self-directed learning. To be defined as adult education, the person 
performing the studies must be of a certain age, for example at least 25 years old, and not 
being studying for the last years. For instance, a person who resumes his university 
studies after a planned sabbatical year would not be included in adult education. But a 
person who after several years of working or being unemployed decides to go back to 
school or some other training would be considered  an adult education student. 

Several countries have annual national surveys on adult education. The OECD has 
been collecting data on adult education through the International Adult Literacy Survey, 
between 1994 and 1998. Common indicators on adult education in these surveys are 
participation in job-related continuing education and training and participation in all 
continuing education and training. Another indicator on adult education could be the 
adult proportion of students in tertiary education. Eurostat will launch an ad hoc module, 
which is connected to the Labour Force Survey on lifelong learning in the year 2003. The 
OECD is undertaking work on a contingent education and training module, which will 
produce comparable data on adult education in the OECD member countries. 
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Adult Education in Kosovo 
The main obstacle for economic development today in Kosovo are lack of qualified 
personnel and lack of private investment for enterprises. Therefore, the Department of 
Labour and Employment offers labour market training. During the year 2000 different 
labour employment offices throughout Kosovo trained more than 10 000 jobseekers for 
different professions. Computer courses and English courses were among the most 
frequent training given. Staff training is another common form of adult education that 
exists in Kosovo, especially within the public sector. An example of staff training is “in 
service training” for teachers. Also, many adults study English and literacy centres have 
been established for women where currently almost 2 000 women are participating (see 
also chapter 10). 

Finally, it is evident that adult education has achieved increased importance in most 
countries over the last 30 years. The knowledge-society, which prevails in a large part of 
the world, increases demand for knowledge and training for both working-life and for 
normal functioning in everyday life. An increased interest in adult education is to be 
expected for Kosovo, as it will serve as an important tool for raising the overall level of 
knowledge and skills and thereby facilitate Kosovo’s adjustment to a knowledge based 
society. 

Data Gaps 
There is almost no data on adult education in Kosovo, which is of great need since adult 
education is expected to become an important and large part of all education in Kosovo. 
In addition to administrative data on e.g. labour market training, household surveys on 
participation in “all” forms of adult education should be carried out. The aim is to get a 
picture of the amount of adult education in Kosovo and a statistical description of the 
participants in adult education by age, gender, educational level etc. There is also a need 
to know about computer skills, language knowledge etc. in the population. 
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Chapter 10: Literacy 

In Kosovo, illiteracy is a gender and age issue. This is clearly shown in the figure below. 
Illiteracy is low for the male population. Illiterate males exceed 10 per cent only among 
those over 65 years of age, while the corresponding figures among females exceed 50 per 
cent. But among the younger cohorts illiterate women are disappearing and thereby 
closing the gap between male and female illiteracy rates.5  

Figure 10.1: Illiteracy Rate by Age and Gender 
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Source: Demographic and Socio-economic Survey 1999 
 
On the average, 2.3 per cent of the men and 10.2 per cent of the women are illiterate in 
Kosovo. As shown above there are great age and gender differences but illiteracy is also a 
question of where you live. It is typically higher in rural than in urban areas. Almost 14 
per cent of the women living in rural areas are defined as illiterate, while the 
corresponding share of illiterate men is 10 percentage points lower.  

Table 10.1: Illiteracy by Sex and Region, per cent 

 Females Males Total 
Rural 13.7 3.7 8.8 
Urban 7.1 1.2 4.3 
Total 10.2 2.3 6.5 

Source: Demographic and Socio-economic Survey 1999 
 

                                                 
5 In the Demographic and Socio-economic Survey in October 1999 there was a question about literacy. The 
question read: Are you literate? The response alternatives were yes or no. In figure 10.1 and table 10.1 
illiteracy is defined as the share that answered no on this question. 
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The Living Standard Measurement Survey (LSMS) unsurprisingly found that illiteracy 
appears to be concentrated among the oldest cohorts (over 55 years of age) and falls 
below 5 per cent for the population aged 45 and under. Literacy is in that survey defined 
as the ability to read, even with difficulty (see question 1 in appendix 2). These trends are 
shown to be representative of both Kosovo Albanian and Kosovo Serb groups. However 
a sharp increase in illiteracy among the younger cohorts of the “other ethnic groups” has 
been experienced over the last decade. Having dropped to single digits for the cohorts 
aged 26-45, illiteracy among these other ethnic groups has risen again very sharply, 
reaching 22 per cent for the cohort aged 16-17 and about 15 per cent of the cohort aged 
18-25. 

UNICEF is running a literacy programme for women. Currently, almost 2 000 women 
are participating through approximately 130 women’s literacy centers throughout 
Kosovo. Almost 10 per cent of the participants are women from ethnic minorities. 

Data Gaps 
Literacy should be followed up in household surveys and should be considered for 
inclusion in future population censuses. Literacy should be defined and measured in a 
way that is comparable with other countries and in accordance with UNESCO 
recommendations. 
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Chapter 11: Educational Attainment 

Introduction 
A well-educated and well-trained population is important for the social and economic 
development and economic well-being of a country and its individuals. Education plays a 
key role in providing individuals with knowledge, skills and competencies to participate 
effectively in the society. Education also contributes to an expansion of scientific and 
cultural knowledge. The level of educational attainment of the population is a commonly 
used proxy for the stock of “human capital”, that is the skills available in the population 
and the labour force.  

Educational Attainment by Age, Gender, Area and Ethnic Group 
There are large differences in educational attainment among Kosovars. On average, 
Kosovars have about 10 years of education with almost a two-year gap between urban 
and rural areas. There are also wide differences in educational attainment dependent on 
age and gender. It is satisfactory for males in younger age cohorts.6 As shown in figure 
11.1 below, over 70 per cent of men 25-29 years of age have secondary education as their 
highest attainment. Also, less than one fourth of the male cohorts under 45 years of age 
has compulsory or less than compulsory education as the highest level of education. The 
level of educational attainment drops quite significant by age, which is illustrated by the 
fact that the level of completion of secondary education drops sharply for older male age 
cohorts. 

Figure 11.1: Educational Attainment by Age Groups for Males 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: Demographic and Socio-economic Survey 1999 
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6 Despite the fact that some groups show good attainment, there is always the question of the quality of the 
education. 
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The level of attainment is on average considerably lower for women compared to men. 
For all age groups a lesser share of the females have attained secondary or higher edu-
cation, and a larger share of the females has not even attained compulsory education com-
pared to the males. However, educational attainment for women is increasing as shown 
by the larger share of women below 35 years of age completing compulsory school. But 
it is still far below the level of male attainment for secondary and higher education. 

Figure 11.2: Educational Attainment by Age Groups for Females 
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Source: Demographic and Socio-economic Survey 1999 

 
In figure 11.3 below, the educational attainment by age group and gender has been 
merged in to the same picture. The large differences between genders now appear clearly. 
Women, who constitute the top bar in each pair of age groups, has a lower educational 
attainment than men in each specific group. The difference becomes even more obvious 
when comparing the proportion of women and men who have achieved at least upper 
secondary education. For instance, almost 80 per cent of the male population between 25 
and 29 has achieved at least upper secondary education while the corresponding share for 
females only constitutes 45 per cent.  
 
Preliminary results from LFS 2001 confirm this pattern. There are large differences in 
educational attainment in Kosovo by age and gender. The educational attainment, which 
is satisfactory for males in younger age cohorts, is far less satisfactory for women at the 
same age. Women have completed primary school more often than men and completed 
secondary school less often than men. Women have a lower educational attainment than 
men in all age groups. 
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Figure 11.3: Educational Attainment by Age Groups and Gender 
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Large differences in educational attainment are also found between the rural and urban 
part of the population. The rural population is consistently less educated. Looking at the 
younger cohorts one finds that women living in rural areas show significantly lower 
educational attainment levels compared to women living in urban areas. The difference 
between the rural and urban male population is less obvious. Unsurprisingly, the largest 
differences in educational attainment are found between rural women and urban men 
(SOK (2002)). 

Table 11.1: Educational Attainment by Gender and Area 

  Compulsory Education        Secondary Education 
Women Men Women Men Age 

group 
Rural Urban Rural Urban Rural Urban Rural Urban 

20-24 59 27 33 18 29 64 61 77 
25-29 64 28 26 13 22 55 66 75 
30-34 61 27 25 11 18 52 60 67 

Source: Demographic and Socio-economic Survey 1999 
 
Differences among ethnic groups follow the same pattern as for the illiterate. While the 
Serbian-Albanian difference is rather small according to LSMS, the other ethnic 
minorities receive on average two years less education. In addition, gender differences in 
attainment are higher in rural areas and amongst the non-Serbians. There is a gap of more 
than two years between Albanian males and females living in rural areas. There has been 
a decline of educational attainment amongst the non-Serbians. The cohort 16-25 years old 
on average has one year less education compared to the age group 26-45. This decrease in 
attainment is not observed among the Serbian population and may, according to the 
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World Bank (World Bank (2001b)), indicate the difficulties in access and attendance at 
school during the parallel system for non-Serbian population during 1991-98. Both 
LSMS 2000 and LFS 2001 show a significant lower educational attainment for other 
ethnic groups. 

Educational Attainment and Outcome in Kosovo 
It is evident that, on the average, more educated people are exposed to a lower risk of 
unemployment. In Kosovo, the unemployment rates for less-educated men and women 
are higher than for those with a higher level of educational attainment. However, with 
levels of unemployment between 25 and 30 per cent for persons aged 30-45 and who 
completed higher education, no category of the population is spared unemployment. 
 
Figure 11.4: Unemployment Rates by Educational Attainment 
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Source: Demographic and Socio-economic Survey 1999 
 
Educational status also affects annual earnings. According to the World Bank (2001c), 
the average wage for those under the age of 35 with only compulsory education is around 
40 per cent lower than the average wage for Albanians and 60 per cent for Serbians. For 
men, having a university degree results in earnings 20 per cent higher than the average 
for men of either ethnic group but has a smaller effect on the earnings of women compar-
ed to the average. 

LSMS data shows that higher educational levels are associated with: 
 A move away from agriculture into paid employment and self-employment, and 
 A lower probability of being unemployed. 

 
There are large differences in educational attainment among Kosovars in the labour force 
and those not in the labour force (economically inactive) according to LFS 2001 (SOK  
(2002)). About 67 per cent of those in the labour force have attained at least secondary 
education, compared to only 29 per cent for the economically inactive. The large 
difference between those with University education in the labour force and not in the 
labour force should also be noted. This is the normal pattern and shows clearly the value 
of education on the labour market. 
 

Data Gaps 
The Labour Force Survey (LFS) makes it possible to derive data on educational 
attainment among the population and the labour force. Some preliminary data from LFS 
2001 are available (SOK (2002)). A module on educational attainment should be included 
in all household surveys. Data on quality in education is also needed. A direct way of 
determining the level of knowledge in different countries is by measuring it using various 
tests. A lot of so-called student assessment surveys, life skills surveys, adult literacy 
surveys etc. are carried out around the world. At present no such data are available for 
Kosovo. Student assessment studies should be carried out. 
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Chapter 12: Educational Expenditure 

Public Expenditure on Education 
Political opinions disagree about the optimal level of public expenditure for education. 
Proposals appear to converge, however, on 5-7 per cent of GDP, which reflects the 
practice in many countries. There is less disagreement on two related points:  
 

1. Public investment in basic education is necessary, and  
2. Public spending should give basic education the highest priority (e.g. in relation to 

non-compulsory secondary and higher education). 
 
There are at present no private schools or private higher education institutions in Kosovo. 
Total expenditure on education represents around 14 per cent of the GDP, a percentage 
that is over twice the OECD average of 6 per cent. It also represents 27.5 per cent of total 
public expenditure in the year 2000, nearly double the OECD average.  

Table 12.1: Recurrent Education Budget 2000, DM in 1 000 

 Wages and 
Salaries 

Goods and 
Services Reserve Total 

 DM % DM % DM % DM % 
Preschool/Pre-primary 2 269 2.5 320 1.6 - - 2 589 2.2 
Primary (Compulsory) 59 278 65.0 12 038 60.4 5 000 100.0 76 316 65.7 
Upper Secondary 17 956 19.7 4 639 23.3 - - 22 594 19.4 
Higher education 9 861 10.8 2 466 12.4 - - 12 326 10.6 
Special needs education 1 049 1.1 229 1.1 - - 1 278 1.1 
Dormitories 259 0.3 55 0.3 - - 314 0.3 
National University Library 224 0.2 55 0.3 - - 278 0.2 
Educational administration 367 0.4 138 0.7 - - 505 0.4 
Total 91 262 100.0 19 939 100.0 5 000 100.0 116 201 100.0 

Source: World Bank (2001c) 
 
Table 12.2 also shows that education is the largest expenditure category in the overall 
Kosovo consolidated recurrent budget, even if its share has decreased to 23.6 per cent 
from 2000 to 2001. So, looking at percentages the situation does not look too bad. 
However, it has to be remembered that a large percentage calculated on a small base is 
still a small amount in absolute figures. Total recurrent public spending on education in 
Kosovo is estimated at less than DM 120 million per year. 
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Table 12.2: Total public expenditures 2000 and 2001 

 2000 2001 
 DM (millions) Per cent DM (millions) Per cent 
Education 116.2  27.5 118.0  23.6 
Social assistance  82.5  19.5 .. .. 
Health  81.1  19.2 .. .. 
Civil Administration  49.7  11.7 .. .. 
Other  93.7  22.1 .. .. 
Total 423.2 100.0 500.0 100.0 

Source: Kosovo Budget 2001 
 
As seen in table 12.3, compulsory primary education accounts for 62.5 per cent of the 
education budget, with upper secondary and higher education accounting for 20 per cent 
and 11 per cent, respectively. The budget covers all areas from pre-primary to university 
education. By the end of November 2001, the utilization was around 86 per cent, which is 
a remarkable achievement. The goods and services funds are distributed to the 
municipalities on a per pupil basis, whereas distribution of capital funds is “needs based”. 

Table 12.3: Recurrent Education Budget 2001, DM in 1 000 

 Wages and 
Salaries 

Goods and 
Services 

Capital 
Outlays Total 

 DM % DM % DM % DM % 
Preschool/Pre-primary 2 231 2.5 1 523 6.8 650 13.0 4 406 3.7 
Primary (Compulsory) 60 433 66.7 10 270 45.8 3 000 60.1 73 703 62.5 
Upper Secondary 18 518 20.4 4 828 21.5 630 12.6 23 976 20.3 
Higher education 7 703 8.5 4 805 21.4   12 508 10.6 
Special needs education 445 0.5 197 0.9 275 5.5 917 0.8 
Dormitories 247 0.3 230 1.0 20 0.4 497 0.4 
National University Library 278 0.3 110 0.5 85 1.7 473 0.4 
Educational administration 620 0.7 482 2.1 330 6.6 1 432 1.2 
Total 90 565 100.0 22 445 100.0 4 990 100.0 118 000 100.0 

Source: Kosovo Budget 2001 
 
Wages and salaries account for about 75 to 80 percent of the budget. Teacher salaries 
range from DM 291 at primary level to DM 480 at university level. Education admini-
stration accounts for about one percent of the budget. Donors fund different projects 
within the Department of Education. All money within the education budget will be 
utilized during 2001. 

Capital budgets: After the conflict, Kosovo faced enormous problems in the area of 
education. A lot of school buildings had been severely damaged during the war. School 
reconstruction is expected to be almost entirely covered by donors.  

The average number of staff in 2000 and 2001 according to the budget is given in table 
12.4. It is about 27 000 persons to be funded from the budget. As of October 2001, there 
are 28 600 education employees on the payroll. This number is likely to rise to about 
30 000 during 2002. The increase is mainly attributable to growth in enrolment, refugees 
from Macedonia and returnees. 
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Table 12.4: Average Number of Staff According to Budget 2000 and 2001 

 Average number of staff 
 2000 2001 
Pre-school/Pre-primary 845 814 
Primary (Compulsory) 18 515 18 515 
Upper Secondary 5 249 5 249 
Higher education 2 510 2 006 
Special needs education 365 142 
Dormitories 107 95 
National University Library 81 79 
Educational administration 120 187 
Total 27 792 27 087 

Source: Kosovo Budget 2001 
 
During 2002, an amount of DM 160 million was proposed to the Central Fiscal Authority 
(CFA). Tentatively, an amount of DM 147 million has been agreed to cover salaries, 
goods and services and capital outlay. The Transitional Administrative Department of 
Education, Science and Technology (TA-DEST) has initiated the decentralisation of 
education funds to the municipalities from January 2002. It will be implemented in the 
following manner: 

 90 per cent of goods and services funds will go to the municipalities directly from 
the CFA 

 25 per cent of capital outlay funds will go to the municipalities directly from the 
CFA 

 All support staff salaries will be decentralised to the municipalities 
 Salaries of all teachers will be with the Department for first six months 
 For the next six months (July-December, 2002) salaries of all teachers will be 

decentralised to the municipalities 

An amount of DM 11.2 million has been kept as a reserve for covering excess Serbian 
staff, refugees from Macedonia and returnees. 

Household Expenditure on Education 
The parallel school system in Kosovo did created a habit, among the Albanian 
population, of raising resources for the schools. Households in Kosovo still have to do 
this even if compulsory and upper secondary education is free of charge, that is no tuition 
fees. LSMS data shows that nearly all households who had children attending school paid 
some form of out-of-pocket contribution to school expenses. It is worth mentioning that 
this expenditure includes the cost of travel, food, books, etc. 

The typical – median – expenditure by child and year was reported to be considerable, 
averaging nearly DM 200 for primary education, just over DM 400 for secondary 
education and about DM 280 for higher education. Geographical and ethnic differences 
are also apparent in household expenditure on education (World Bank, 2001c). However, 
LSMS data indicates that, once they are attending school, households spend roughly 
equal amounts for boys and girls. 
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Then it is not surprising that economic factors are the main rationale for not attending 
school. Considering the high level of private expenditure on education this implies that 
the worse-off in Kosovo spend a large percentage of their income on education with 
important implications for their welfare. Other sources states that travel costs for 
schooling, especially secondary education, stop many children from attending secondary 
school. Young women are sometimes denied secondary education, mainly because of 
security reasons and lack of money. 

Data gaps 
Budget figures should be complemented with the amounts really spent on different cost 
categories. Household costs for education should be collected yearly in household budget 
surveys (HBS). Expenditure (public and private) per pupil in different levels of education 
should be published regularly.  



Statistics on Education in Kosovo 

Chapter 13: International Outlook 

International Co-operation on Education Statistics 
International comparisons are very important for several policy reasons. In searching for 
effective education policies that enhance individuals’ social and economic prospects, 
provide incentives for greater efficiency in schooling and help to mobilise resources in 
order to meet rising demands for education, governments are paying increasing attention 
to international comparative policy statistics and policy analysis. 

Through co-operation within different international organisations, countries are seeking 
to learn from each other, for instance how to secure the benefits of education for all. 
Almost all countries in the world, almost 200, are members of UNESCO. The Organisa-
tion for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) has 30 member states. These 
are Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Czech Republic Denmark, Finland, France, 
Japan, Korea, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Hungary, Luxembourg, Mexico, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovak Republic, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Turkey, United Kingdom and USA. 

The European Union (EU) has 15 Member States. These are Austria, Belgium, 
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, 
Portugal, Spain, Sweden and United Kingdom. In addition there are three EFTA/EEA 
countries, Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway.  

The EU also has 11 pre-accession countries: Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech Republic, 
Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Slovenia, and the Slovak 
Republic. All these countries except Cyprus are also taking part in the PHARE7 
programme. Three additional countries are taking part in the PHARE programme. These 
are Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 
(FYROM). Altogether there are 13 countries participating in the PHARE programme. 

The SOK is trying to be included in the EU statistical co-operation. 

International Data Collection 

There are three international organisations working with data collection of basic educa-
tion statistics. These are UIS (UNESCO Institute for Statistics), OECD and Eurostat. The 
three organisations have a common data collection on three different questionnaires. The 
OECD countries and some other countries report on so called “electronic questionnaires”, 
while the rest of the world reports on paper questionnaires. The three common 
questionnaires are: 
 

 Pre-primary, primary, secondary and post-secondary non-tertiary education (Questionnaire 
UIS/E/2001A) 

 Educational finance and expenditure (Questionnaire UIS/E/2001B) 
 Tertiary education (Questionnaire UIS/E/2001C) 

                                                 
7 The PHARE (Poland and Hungary: Action for the Restructuring of the Economy) programme, launched 
in 1989 for Poland and Hungary, was extended to other countries in 1991 and is part of the pre-accession 
strategy. 
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The questionnaires are to be completed by Ministries of Education or National Statistical 
Offices. The questionnaires are accompanied by an Instruction Manual, which provides 
guidelines on the coverage and definitions needed for completing the questionnaire. 
National authorities can supply education data to UIS in electronic format using 
“quest2001” – the new electronic version of the questionnaires. Quest2001 combines all 
three paper-questionnaires into one software.  

Kosovo has not yet started to get involved in this international data collection. 

International Classification of Education 
In order to be able to conduct international comparisons among countries, there must be 
an international classification. When classifying individuals’ educational attainment, the 
International Standard Classification of Education (ISCED 97) is being used. The pur-
pose of ISCED 97 is to provide an integrated and consistent statistical framework for the 
collection and reporting of internationally comparable education statistics. The ISCED 
system is built up by classifying each educational programme by field of education and 
by level. 

ISCED Fields of Education 

ISCED 97 uses a 3-digit code in a hierarchical system classifying fields of education and 
training – one for “broad fields”, one for “narrow fields” and one for “detailed fields”. 
There are 9 broad fields, 25 narrow fields and about 80 detailed fields. The two-digit 
level or the narrow fields will normally be used by the international organisations when 
collecting data, and the term “fields of education” usually refers to this level. 

The fields are independent of levels and therefore not defined within levels. However, 
it is recognized that not all fields appear at all levels. The broad fields are listed below. 
For further information on fields see Statistics Sweden (1999). 

Table 13.1: The 9 Broad Fields in the ISCED 97 Classification 

# Name 
0 General Programmes 
1 Education 
2 Humanities and Arts 
3 Social Sciences, Business and Law 
4 Science, Mathematics and Computing 
5 Engineering, Manufacturing and Construction 
6 Agriculture and Veterinary 
7 Health and Welfare 
8 Services 

 

ISCED Levels of Education 

There are six levels of education within the ISCED system. Early childhood education 
(ISCED 0) serves the dual purpose of giving the child daily care and while the parents are 
at work contributing to the child’s social and intellectual development in keeping with the 
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rules and guidelines of the pre-primary curriculum. It covers all forms of organised and 
sustained centre-based activities designed to foster learning, and emotional and social 
development in children. The term center-based distinguishes between activities in 
institutional settings (such as primary schools, pre-schools, kindergartens, day-care 
centres) and services provided in households or family settings. 

Primary education (ISCED 1) usually begins at age 5, 6 or 7 and lasts for 4 to 6 years. 
Programmes at the primary level generally require no previous formal education.  

Lower secondary education (ISCED 2) continues the basic programmes of the primary 
level but usually in a more subject-oriented manner. This usually consists of 2 to 6 years 
of schooling. The common feature of lower secondary programmes is their entrance 
requirement, i.e. a minimum of primary education completed or demonstrable ability to 
benefit from participation in the programme. 

Upper secondary level of education (ISCED 3) usually consists of 2 to 5 years of 
schooling. Admission into educational programmes at the upper secondary level requires 
the completion of the lower secondary level of education, or a combination of basic 
education and vocational experience that demonstrates an ability to handle the subject 
matter. Upper secondary education may either be preparatory, i.e. preparing students for 
tertiary education (ISCED 3A and ISCED 3B) or terminal, i.e. preparing students for 
entry directly into working life (ISCED 3C). 

Post secondary non-tertiary educational programmes (ISCED 4) straddle the boundary 
between upper secondary and post-secondary education from an international point of 
view, even though they might clearly be considered upper secondary or post-secondary 
programmes in a national context. Although their content may not be significantly more 
advanced than upper secondary programmes, they serve broaden the knowledge of 
participants who have already gained an upper secondary qualification. The students tend 
to be older than those enrolled at the upper secondary level. 

The first stage of tertiary education (ISCED 5) has an educational content more 
advanced than those offered at levels 3 and 4. Entry to these programmes normally 
requires the successful completion of ISCED level 3A or 3B or a similar qualification at 
ISCED level 4A or 4B. Programmes at level 5 must have a cumulative theoretical 
duration of at least 2 years from the beginning of level 5 and do not lead directly to the 
award of an advanced research qualification (those programmes are at ISCED 6 level).  

Tertiary-type A programmes (ISCED 5A) are largely theory-based and are designed to 
provide sufficient qualifications for entry to advanced research programmes and 
professions with high skill requirements. These programmes have a minimum cumulative 
theoretical duration (at tertiary level) of three years’ full time equivalent, although the 
typically lasts four or more years. Tertiary-type B programmes (ISCED 5B) are typically 
shorter than those of tertiary-type A and focus on practical, technical or occupational 
skills for direct entry into the labour market, although some theoretical foundations may 
be covered in the respective programmes. They have a minimum duration of two years 
full-time equivalent at the tertiary level. 

Advanced research qualification (ISCED 6) is reserved for tertiary programmes that 
lead directly to the award of an advanced research qualification, e.g. a Ph. D. The theo-
retical duration of these programmes is 3 years full-time in most countries (for a 
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cumulative of at least 7 years full-time at the tertiary level). The programmes are devoted 
to advanced study and original research. 

Mapping the Educational Structure of Kosovo into ISCED 97 
In Kosovo children enter formal education at the age of 7 and spend 8 years in 
compulsory education, 4 years in primary and 4 years in lower secondary. After 
completion of compulsory education they have a choice between a 4-year general upper 
secondary school and vocational upper secondary school (2-4 years). Successful comple-
tion of four years in secondary school allows access to entrance exams to university 
education. UNMIK is currently initiating an expansion of compulsory education to in-
clude 9 years, with children entering compulsory education at age six. There are prepara-
tory grade for six year olds in the current system. 

Kosovo’s education system will then be classified by ISCED 97 in the following way: 

Table 13.2: Education System in Kosovo Classified by ISCED 97 

Age Grades ISCED level 
0-5 Pre-primary 0 
6-7 Preparatory grade 1 
7-10 Primary 1-4 1 
11-14 Lower secondary 5-8 2 
15-18 Upper secondary, 9-12, general 3A 
15-16/17/18/19 Upper secondary, 9-10/11/12, vocational 3C 
19- University, higher education 2-3 years 5B 
19- University, faculty studies, 4 years 5A 
23- Doctoral studies 6 
 
 
Note that Masters studies are classified as 5A. Special education and adult education are 
classified at the level according to the content of the education.  
The structure of the new education system, which is described in detail in chapter 2, will 
be classified by ISCED 97 as shown in table 13.3 below. The largest difference is that the 
primary part of the compulsory education is extended to five years and thus starts at 
age 6. 

Table 13.3: The New Education System in Kosovo Classified by ISCED 97 

Age Grades ISCED level 
0-5 Pre-primary 0 
5-6 Preparatory grade 1 
6-10 Primary 1-5 1 
11-14 Lower secondary 6-9 2 
15-18 Upper secondary, 10-12, general 3A 
15-16/17/18 Upper secondary, 10-12, vocational 3C 
18- University, higher education 2-3 years 5B 
18- University, faculty studies, 4 years 5A 
22- Doctoral studies 6 
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Kosovo in International Comparisons 
International education statistics are disseminated by all three organisations (see the 
reference list). They also have databases containing education statistics collected by 
them. In addition to the collection of basic data a lot of different international student 
assessment studies are carried out. Since Kosovo is not taking part in any international 
data collection it is difficult to find comparable data that shed light on Kosovo in an 
international context. Despite that, this section makes an attempt to compare Kosovo 
internationally regarding some education related indicators. For such comparisons, the 
PHARE countries seem to be the natural choice as benchmarks for Kosovo. 

First of all, one must consider the demographic situation with a young population like 
Kosovo’s. The young people in Kosovo, at which initial education/training is primarily 
targeted, make up a larger share of the population than their counterparts in the PHARE 
countries. Almost half (46 per cent) of Kosovo’s population is between 3 and 24 years 
old. The corresponding share for the EU average is 27 per cent. This results in a high 
pressure on the educational system in Kosovo. 

Figure 13.1: 3-24-Year-Olds as a Percentage of the Total Population 
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Note: Year of reference for PHARE countries and EU average is 1998 and for Kosovo it is 2000.  
Source: Eurostat (2000) and Demographic and Socio-economic Survey 1999. 
 
The duration of compulsory education measured as starting and ending ages has been one 
year shorter compared to most of the PHARE and EU countries. Compulsory education 
starts at the age of 7 and ends at 15 in Kosovo. With the new educational system, the 
compulsory education will be one year longer. Children will start primary school one 
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year earlier, at 6, and end at 15. This will extend the duration of compulsory education to 
9 years, which is the most common length of compulsory education in Europe. The new 
structure of the education system will also increase the possibilities for making inter-
national comparisons. 

The net school attendance rates decline sharply as students move in to upper secondary 
education in Kosovo, as shown in chapter 3. An international comparison shows that the 
participation rate in education is significantly lower in Kosovo than in the PHARE 
countries for 14-19 year olds. 

Figure 13.2: Participation Rates in All Education for 14-19 Years Old 
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Note: Year of reference 1998. An unweighted average is calculated for Kosovo from Demographic and 
Socio-economic Survey 1999. 
Source: European Training Foundation (2000) and Demographic and Socio-economic Survey 1999. 
 
In Kosovo, more than 90 000 students are enrolled in general programmes and around 
44 000 are enrolled in vocational programmes in upper secondary education. The 
proportion enrolled in general programmes in Kosovo is 67 per cent. This proportion is 
high compared to most of the PHARE countries shown in figure 13.3 below. In most EU 
member states, as well as for the PHARE countries, there are more students in the 
vocational stream than in general education. 

Educational attainment in Kosovo is lower than in most PHARE countries, as is 
evident from figure 13.4. In Kosovo, around 54 per cent of the population between 25 
and 59 years old has achieved at least upper secondary education. This is far below the 
Czech Republic, Estonia and Slovenia where almost 90 per cent of the population has at 
least upper secondary education. Out of the 54 per cent with at least upper secondary 
education in Kosovo, 15 per cent have achieved higher education. This level is just below 
the average level in the PHARE countries. 
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Figure 13.3: Share of General and Vocational Education at the Upper Secondary Level 
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Note: Data for Kosovo refers to 2001/02 enrolments. Data for other countries refer to 1998/99 enrolments. 
Source: European Training Foundation (2000) and TA-DEST/World Bank EMIS project. 

Figure 13.4: Educational Attainment of the Population for 25-59 Years Old, 1998 
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Note: For Albania 20-59 years old. For Kosovo and EU data is referred to 1999. Poland data is referred to 1996. 
An unweighted average is calculated for Kosovo from Demographic and Socio-economic Survey 1999. 
Source: European Training Foundation (2000) and Demographic and Socio-economic Survey 1999. 
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Data Gaps 
There is a need for international comparisons on education statistics for policy reasons. 
Kosovo should strive to participate in international data collection on education. In that 
way educational data for Kosovo will be published together with other countries. 



Statistics on Education in Kosovo 

Chapter 14: Gender and Education 

Background 
Education significantly affects women and men’s opportunities in life. Education opens 
doors to employment, earnings, career and social advancement. It also influences the 
health of individuals and their families and their participation in community life. There is 
also a strong relationship between the level of education and age at marriage and the 
number of children. 

Everywhere in the world, women and men receive different education, in terms of 
number of years and subjects studied. In some countries, government expenditure for 
education has been cut, with a consequent shortage of education facilities. Also expendi-
ture cuts have shifted the burden from the government to the family, with increased costs 
for school related necessities and the introduction of tuition fees. As a result, many 
countries in the 1980s have seen enrolment rates fall, especially in upper secondary 
education. Where resources are limited, families tend to give preference to boys, reducing 
even further opportunities for girls. 

Despite significant progress towards literacy, illiteracy rates are still higher for women 
than for men, illiteracy rates are particularly high for rural women. The high proportion 
of illiterate women reflects a huge historical deficit in the education of women, but also a 
limited access for women to today’s education and literacy programmes. Other factors 
limit girls’ educations, such as cultural and social norms and the fact that girls are needed 
at home to perform household chores. 

A large number of girls drop out of school. Several factors are responsible for the high 
incidence of dropouts among girl students: reluctance of parents to send girls to distant 
schools, lack of women teachers, lack of financial resources etc. In countries where 
adolescent childbearing is very common, many girls drop out when they become preg-
nant. 

Girls and boys follow different paths also in the choice of fields of education, whether 
at high school, university or other institutes of higher education. There are fields – such 
as agriculture, forestry and fishing, science and engineering – generally dominated by 
men and others – liberal arts, social science and education – where women’s enrollment 
has increased to the point that in many countries it is higher than men’s. Gender 
segregation in education perpetuates segregation in employment. And where women, 
because of traditions, stereotypes or family constraints, have scarce access to technical 
and scientific education, they will continue to be excluded from these areas in the labour 
market. 
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The Situation in Kosovo 
In Kosovo, illiteracy is a gender issue. The illiterate rate for males exceeds 10 per cent 
among those over 65 years of age, the corresponding figure among females exceeds 50 
per cent. On the average, 2.3 per cent of the men and 10.2 per cent of the women are 
illiterate in Kosovo. Almost 14 per cent of the women living in rural areas are defined as 
illiterate, while the corresponding proportion of illiterate men is 10 percentage points 
lower. 

Female drop out is more common than male drop out. Only 69 per cent of the girls 
aged 7-14 are enrolled compared to 85 per cent of the boys in the same age among “other 
ethnic groups”. Gender inequality in secondary education is of particular concern among 
Albanians, only about half of the Albanian girls 15-18 were attending school. In addition, 
net school attendance rates for “other ethnic groups” in secondary education are below 50 
per cent. Among these groups, girls are particularly disadvantaged having attendance 
rates of about 40 per cent.  

The level of attainment is on average considerably lower for women compared to men. 
For all age groups a lesser share of the females have attained secondary or higher edu-
cation. For instance, almost 80 per cent of the male population between 25 and 29 has 
achieved at least upper secondary education while the corresponding proportion for 
females only constitutes 45 per cent.  

At the tertiary level (higher education) the faculties of Philology, Philosophy and 
Medicine had the largest proportions of female graduates, around 50 per cent. Altogether, 
only about one third of the total number of graduates were female.  

A majority of the teachers in Kosovo are male. At the tertiary level almost 78 per cent 
of the teachers are male. The proportion of male teachers then declines by level of 
education. 

Data Gaps 
All education statistics on pupils, students and teachers should be divided by gender. 
More statistics on fields of education are needed. Statistics on the flow through the 
education system and the transition from education to labour market by gender is also 
needed. 
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Appendix 1: Questions on Education in the Demogra-
phic and Socio-economic Survey-October 1999 

In this survey there were 4 questions on education: 
 
1. School attendance with response alternatives: 

Primary 
Secondary 
Higher 
Do not attend 

 
2. Where do you go to school? Response alternatives: 

In the place of residence 
Other place in Kosovo/Settlement/Municipality 

 
3.  Highest completed school with response alternatives: 

Without school 
Less than primary 
Primary 
Secondary 
Higher 
Master or Doctorate 
 

4.  Are you literate? Response alternatives: 

Yes 
No 
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Appendix 2: Questions on Education in the Living 
Standard Measurement Survey (LSMS) 2000 

In this survey there were 33 questions on education: 
 
1.  Can you read the newspaper? Response alternatives 

Yes, easily 
Yes, with difficulty 
No 

 
2.  Can you write a one-page personal letter? Response alternatives: 

Yes, easily 
Yes, with difficulty 
No 

 
3.  Have you ever attended school? (INCLUDE PRESCHOOL) 

Yes 
No  

 
4. What is the highest grade you have completed in school? 

PRESCH.  
PRIMARY; CLASS YEAR 1 TO 8 
GYMNASIUM  
SECOND. TECH. 
VOCATIONAL  
UNIVERSITY  

 
5.  What is your field of specialisation? 

GENERAL 
MEDICINE  
HOTELS 
BUSINESS / ECONOMICS 
TOURISM  
LANGUAGES 
MATHS 
TEACHING  
AGRICULTURE  
EDUCATION  
MACHINERY, ELECTRO, CHEMISTRY  
ART, MUSIC  
OTHER  

 
6.  Are you currently enrolled in school? 

YES 
NO  
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7. Do you intend to return to school? 

Yes 
No 

 
8.  Why did you leave education? 

COMPLETED STUDIES 
TO EXPENSIVE 
NO INTEREST 
AGRICULTURAL WORK  
OTHER WORK 
SCHOOL TO FAR 
NO TEACHER 
NO SUPPLIES 
SCHOL NFUNCTIONAL 
ILLNESS 
DISPLACED  
SAFETY  
HARASSMENT 
LANGUAGE 
OTHER 

 
9.  In what grade are you currently enrolled in school? 

PRESCHOOL 
PRIMARY; CLASS YEAR 1 TO 8 
GYMNASIUM 
SECOND. TECHN. 
VOCATIONAL  
UNIVERSITY  

 
10. What type of school are you currently enrolled in? 

PUBLIC  
RELIGIOUS  
NGO  
PRIVATE  

 
11. What is the language of instruction? 

ALBANIAN 
SERBIAN 
OTHER 

 
12. How far away from your home is the school you are attending? 

Km 
 
13. How long does it take you to travel to your school? 

TIME ONE WAY 
-HOURS 
-MINUTES 
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14. How do you go to school? 
WALK  
BICYCLE 
CAR  
BUS  
MOTORBIKE 
ANIMAL  
OTHER 

 
15. Did you miss school for 4 or more weeks in the last academic year? 

Yes 
No 

 
16. Why did you miss school? 

BAD WEATHER 
TOO EXPENSIVE 
NO INTEREST  
AGTRICULTURAL WORK 
OTHER WORK  
MARRIAGE /ENGAGED  
SCHOOL TO FAR  
NO TEACHER 
NO SUPPLIES  
SCHOOL UNFUNCTIONAL 
ILLNESS 
DISPLACED  
SAFETY 
HARASMENT  

 
17. Were you enrolled in school in the last academic year? 

Yes  
No 

 
18. 19.20.21.22.23.23.23. How much has your household spent on your education in the 

last 2 months for: 
REPORT CURRENCY USED BY RESPONDENT: 
1. DEM      2. DINAR   ______ 

-A. Fees? 
-B. Extra tuitions? 
-C. Uniforms and other clothing ? 
-D. Textbooks? 
-E. Other educational materials (exercise books, pens…)? 
-F. Meals, transportation and / or lodging ? 
-G. Value in-kind contributions 
-H.Other expenses (extra classes, optional fees)? 
TOTAL 
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26. 27. 28. Did your household have to provide –in money or in-kind any of the following 
-A. School repair (post-conflict)? 

Yes 
No 

-B. School maintenance? 
Yes 
No 

-C. Help with teaching? 
Yes 
No 

 
29. Did anybody outside of your household, such as relatives or friends, pay any of your 

educational expenses during the past 12 months? 
Yes 
No 

 
30. 31. 32. Who has paid for some or all of your educational expenses during the past 12 

months? 
RELATIVE IN KOSOVO   
RELATIVE ABROAD   
HUMANTIARIAN ORGANISATION 
NEIGBOUR / FRIEND 
OTHER 

-1ST  
-2ND 
-3RD 

 
33. How much money did this person (these people) contribute for your educational 

expenses during the past 12 months? 
SAME CURRENCY AS IN 18 

-AMOUNT 
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 Appendix 3: Grouping of Municipalities 

The data on municipalities has been grouped in to four categories – proposed by TA-
DEST - when presented in the report. These groups are Big sized municipalities which 
include 9 municipalities, Medium sized (12), Average sized (4) and Small sized which 
include 5 municipalities. Names of municipalities are according to UNMIK regulation 
2000/43. 
 
 
Big municipalities:   Prishtinë/ Pristina 
    Podujevë/ Podujevo 
    Prizren / Prizren 
    Suharekë / Suva Reka 
    Gjakovë/ Đakovica 
    Pejë/ Peć 
    Mitrovicë / Mitrovica 
    Gjilan/ Gnjilane 
    Ferizaj/ Uroševac 
 
Medium municipalities: Malishevë/ Mališevo 
    Gllogovc/ Glogovac 
    Lipjan / Lipljan 
    Rahovec/ Orahovac 
    Deçan/ Dečani 
    Istog / Istok 
    Klinë / Klina 
    Skenderaj / Srbica 
    Vushtrri/ Vućitrn 
    Kaçanik/ Kačanik 
    Kamenicë/ Kamenica 
    Viti/ Vitina 
 
Average municipalities: Fushë Kosovë/ Kosovo Polje 
    Obiliq/ Obiliċ 
    Shtime/ Štimlje 
    Dragash/ Dragaš 
 
Small municipalities:  Leposaviq/ Leposavić 
    Zubin Potok / Zubin Potok 
    Zveçan/ Zvečan 
    Novobërdë/ Novo Brdo 
    Shtërpcë/ Štrpce 
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Appendix 4: Education Statistics on Municipalities 

Table A4.1: Pupils and Teachers in Preschool and Compulsory Education, School Year 2001/02 

  Preschool Education Compulsory Education 
  Pupils Pupils 
 Municipality/Region Male Female Total

Teachers Ratio 
Male Female Total 

Teachers Ratio 

1 Fushë Kosovë/Kosovo Polje 168 159 327 8 41 2 196 2 081 4 277 309 14 
2 Gllogovc/Glogovac 48 40 88 5 18 6 185 5 664 11 849 530 22 
3 Lipjan/Lipljan 73 71 144 13 11 6 387 5 793 12 180 618 20 
4 Obiliq/Obilić 35 33 68 4 17 1 981 1 733 3 714 235 16 
5 Podujevë /Podujevo 34 34 68 2 34 8 457 7 527 15 984 846 19 
6 Prishtinë /Priština 904 883 1 787 105 17 15 947 15 011 30 958 1 501 21 
7 Shtime/ Štimlje 0 0 0 0 0 2 706 2 434 5 140 265 19 
 Prishtinë/Priština Region 1 262 1 220 2 482 137 18 43 858 40 244 84 103 4 304 20 
8 Prizren /Prizren 102 78 180 21 9 14 663 13 753 28 416 1 316 22 
9 Rahovec /Orahovac 44 41 85 11 8 6 019 5 297 11 316 487 23 
10 Suharekë/ Suva Reka 0 0 0 11 0 6 473 5 805 12 278 620 20 
11 Dragash/ Dragaš 0 0 0 3 0 3 892 3 489 7 381 312 24 
12 Malishevë/ Mališevo 0 0 0 9 0 6 001 5 381 11 382 553 21 
 Prizren/Prizren Region 146 119 265 55 5 37 048 33 725 70 773 3 288 22 

13 Deçan /Dečani 0 0 0 0 0 3 986 3 683 7 669 378 20 
14 Gjakovë/ Đakovica 372 358 730 15 49 9 624 8 810 18 434 794 23 
15 Istog /Istok 102 101 203 14 15 3 610 3 240 6 850 338 20 
16 Klinë/ Klina 28 25 53 4 13 4 324 3 763 8 087 375 22 
17 Pejë /Peć 267 244 511 24 21 8 052 7 436 15 488 783 20 
 Pejë /PećRegion 769 728 1 497 57 26 29 596 26 933 56 528 2 668 21 

18 Leposaviq/ Leposavić 164 117 281 8 35 727 1 012 1 739 137 13 
19 Mitrovicë/ Mitrovica 531 399 930 41 23 7 890 7 186 15 076 832 18 
20 Skenderaj/ Srbica 26 29 55 4 14 5 767 5 096 10 863 546 20 
21 Vushtrri/ Vučitrn 53 55 108 11 10 6 921 6 214 13 135 658 20 
22 Zubin Potok/Zubin Potok 210 150 360 25 14 403 562 965 81 12 
23 Zveçan/ Zvečan 151 109 260 7 37 471 656 1 127 64 18 
 Mitrovicë/Mitrovica Region 1 135 859 1 994 96 21 22 180 20 726 42 905 2 318 19 

24 Gjilan /Gnjilane 141 118 259 19 14 10 477 9 629 20 106 971 21 
25 Kamenicë /Kamenica 185 134 319 14 23 4 056 3 647 7 703 531 15 
26 Novobërdë /Novo Brdo 0 0 0 0 0 259 242 501 67 7 
27 Shtërpcë/Štrpce .. .. .. 3 .. 988 748 1 736 142 12 
28 Viti /Vitina 42 26 68 4 17 4 878 4 711 9 589 426 23 
29 Ferizaj Uroševac 105 125 230 13 18 10 091 9 198 19 289 853 23 
30 Kaçanik/ Kačanik 98 131 229 4 57 3 886 3 723 7 609 404 19 
 Gjilan/Gnjilane Region 572 533 1 105 57 19 34 636 31 898 66 534 3 394 20 
 Kosovo Total 3 883 3 460 7 343 402 18 167 317 153 525 320 843 15 972 20 

Note: Ratio means number of students per teachers 
Source: TA-DEST/World Bank EMIS Project 
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Table A4.2: Pupils and Teachers in Secondary and Special Needs Education, School Year 2001/02 

  Secondary Education Special Needs Education 
  Pupils Pupils 
 Municipality/Region Male Female Total

Teachers Ratio 
Male Female Total 

Teachers Ratio 

1 Fushë Kosovë/Kosovo Polje 550 573 1 123 70 16 0 0 0 0 0 
2 Gllogovc/Glogovac 1 970 1 353 3 323 150 22 0 0 0 0 0 
3 Lipjan/Lipljan 1 624 1 126 2 750 150 18 0 0 0 0 0 
4 Obiliq/Obilić 609 273 882 57 15 0 0 0 0 0 
5 Podujevë /Podujevo 2 408 1 326 3 734 223 17 0 0 0 0 0 
6 Prishtinë /Priština 7 429 7 579 15 008 928 16 46 36 82 15 5 
7 Shtime/ Štimlje 689 547 1 236 57 22 7 4 11 2 6 
 Prishtinë/Priština Region 15 280 12 776 28 056 1 635 17 53 40 93 17 5 
8 Prizren /Prizren 3 913 2 626 6 539 354 18 149 58 207 21 10 
9 Rahovec /Orahovac 1 065 560 1 625 92 18 0 0 0 0 0 
10 Suharekë/ Suva Reka 1 680 885 2 565 161 16 0 0 0 0 0 
11 Dragash/ Dragaš 510 305 815 68 12 0 0 0 0 0 
12 Malishevë/ Mališevo 1 151 688 1 839 84 22 0 0 0 0 0 
 Prizren/Prizren Region 8 320 5 063 13 383 759 18 149 58 207 21 10 

13 Deçan /Dečani 1 280 475 1 755 118 15 0 0 0 0 0 
14 Gjakovë/ Đakovica 2 724 1 834 4 558 240 19 17 6 23 3 8 
15 Istog /Istok 1 049 626 1 675 98 17 0 0 0 0 0 
16 Klinë/ Klina 1 211 608 1 819 96 19 0 0 0 0 0 
17 Pejë /Peć 3 117 2 490 5 607 333 17 40 20 60 14 4 
 Pejë /PećRegion 9 381 6 033 15 414 885 17 57 26 83 17 5 

18 Leposaviq/ Leposavić 296 174 470 55 9 7 5 12 1 12 
19 Mitrovicë/ Mitrovica 3 562 2 805 6 367 336 19 71 23 94 18 5 
20 Skenderaj/ Srbica 2 240 909 3 149 163 19 0 0 0 0 0 
21 Vushtrri/ Vučitrn 2 393 1 513 3 906 223 18 0 0 0 0 0 
22 Zubin Potok/Zubin Potok 158 99 257 31 8 0 0 0 0 0 
23 Zveçan/ Zvečan 107 61 168 16 11 0 0 0 0 0 
 Mitrovicë/Mitrovica Region 8 755 5 562 14 317 824 17 78 28 106 19 6 

24 Gjilan /Gnjilane 3 185 2 915 6 100 356 17 9 5 14 1 14 
25 Kamenicë /Kamenica 1 200 704 1 904 141 14 0 0 0 0 0 
26 Novobërdë /Novo Brdo 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
27 Shtërpcë/Štrpce 470 223 693 67 10 0 0 0 0 0 
28 Viti /Vitina 1 456 918 2 374 134 18 0 0 0 0 0 
29 Ferizaj Uroševac 3 381 3 069 6 450 286 23 0 0 0 0 0 
30 Kaçanik/ Kačanik 1 151 665 1 816 88 21 0 0 0 0 0 
 Gjilan/Gnjilane Region 10 843 8 493 19 337 1 072 18 9 5 14 1 14 
 Kosovo Total 52 579 37 928 90 507 5 175 17 346 157 503 75 7 

Note: Ratio means number of students per teachers 
Source: TA-DEST/World Bank EMIS Project 
 



 
 
Much have been said and written on the importance of education. Here we will just give 
three quotations: 
 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights: 
“Everyone has the right to education. Education shall be free, at least in the elementary 
and fundamental stages. Elementary education shall be compulsory. Technical and 
professional education shall be made generally available and higher education shall be 
equally accessible to all on the basis of merit” 
 
Kofi A Annan: 
 ”When the right to education is assured, the whole world gains. There is no instant 
solution to the violations of that right, but it begins with a simple proposition:  There is 
no higher priority, no mission more important, than that of Education For All.” 
 
UNICEF: 
 ”Education is an essential human right, a force for social change - and the single most 
vital element in combating poverty, empowering women, safeguarding children from 
exploitative and hazardous labour and sexual exploitation, promoting human rights and 
democracy, protecting the environment and controlling population growth. Education is a 
path towards international peace and security.” 
 
Statistics is also important but only if it is used wisely by the decision makers: 
“Good statistics allied to appropriate government policies can change things radically and 
for the better”. 
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