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1. Introduction 

 

Kosovo's Statistical System has not only been far from being a true statistical system, but 

also lacked adequate legal basis. The responsibility of statistical products has been 

regulated through UNMIK regulations for the former Statistical Office of Kosovo and 

through other regulations this responsibility has been extended to other Kosovo institutions. 

Approval of the Law on Official Statistics by the Assembly of Kosovo at the end of 2011 

has established the legal basis for the establishment, consolidation and strengthening of the 

Statistical System in the Republic of Kosovo. 

Based on contemporary needs and requirements, based on the recommendations of relevant 

international and local institutions, the Law on Official Statistics no. 04 / L-036 has set the 

obligation of the creation of the Statistical Council. 

Such a body is part of many EU countries that have developed statistical institutions, 

therefore the Republic of Kosovo needed to create this body not only to be a formal 

fulfillment of this obligation but to receive the requirements of the statistical users and to 

transform them into important advice and recommendations in the advancement of the 

Kosovo Statistical System as a whole. In this way, the Statistical Council will play an 

important role of coordination between statistical producers, statistical users and statistical 

researchers in order to increase the quantity, quality and frequency of statistical outputs. 

Giving recommendations in the field of statistics, whether within the framework of simple 

statistical products, whether those short-term plans and strategic statistical programs, is an 

extraordinary contribution of the Statistical Council. Therefore, the Law on Official 

Statistics has also defined the representations of governmental, non-governmental, 

business, and statistical science researchers so that this body has merit representation 

including all areas of importance in the overall statistical process. 

According to Law no. 04 / L-036, the Statistical Council was established by the Decision 

of the Prime Minister of Kosovo and also this Council, on an annual basis, reports to the 

Office of the Prime Minister and the Government of Kosovo. Therefore, the Statistical 

Council has prepared this annual report on the basis of this obligation. 
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2. Legal basis 

 

The Statistical Council was established by the Decision of the Prime Minister of the Republic 

of Kosovo, no. 097/2012, dated 05.03.2012, according to the Law on Official Statistics, no. 04 

/ L-036. The Council is a collegial body, established by the Law to provide advice on the 

preparation and implementation of the Official Statistics Programme and for the overall 

development of the Kosovo statistical system. 

The Statistical Council has the mandate to perform the following tasks: 

• Provides recommendations for the preparation of the Official Statistics 

Project, provides opinions and advice on the changes, additions to the 

Programme and the Annual Plan; 

• Provides opinions and advice on amendments, additions to the Programme 

and Annual Plan;  

• Establishes working groups for the development of statistical directives for 

the integration of statistical fields into the statistical system of Kosovo;  

• Summon sessions related to progress achieved by working groups;  

• Monitors, assesses and provides advice on the implementation of the 

Programme;  

• Provides opinions on laws and other legal acts related to the activities or 

producers of official statistics;  

• Provides opinions on the development of the system of official statistics and 

international cooperation;  

• Provides opinions on other issues of importance for the work of official 

statistics;  

• Comment on the budget implementation situation of the Programme. 

The Council consists of thirteen (13) members.  

Members of the Council are:   

• Chief Executive of the Kosovo Agency of Statistics; 

• Representative of the competent Ministry of Finance 

• Representative of the competent Ministry of Trade and Industry; 

• Representative of the competent Ministry of Education; 

• Representative of the competent Ministry of Health; 

• Representative of the Office for Strategic Planning; 

• Representative of the Central Bank of Kosovo; 

• Representative of Tax Administration; 

• Representative of the competent Ministry of Labor and Social Welfare; 

• Representative of the competent Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Rural 

Development; 

• Representative of University, a well-known expert in statistics research; 



 

 

5 

 

• Representative of Civil Society, representing research center organizations, 

and 

• Representative of Business Community. 

The mandate of a member of the Council is five years. 

After its founding, consisting of 13 members from various governmental and non-

governmental institutions, the Statistical Council held several regular meetings. Based on the 

Law on Official Statistics, at the first meeting, the Council elected two other members, 

representatives from the business community and research organizations in the field of 

statistics, and approved its Regulation 

Members are appointed by the relevant institutions according to the Law. When a member's 

seat remains vacant, the Chief Executive immediately sends a request to the institution to which 

the previous member belonged in order to appoint a new member. 

Members of government institutions are appointed by civil servants, by relevant units dealing 

with statistical activities or areas related to the scope of the Agency. 

The representative of the University is appointed by the academic staff of the University with 

a long experience in the field of statistics. 

After the appointment of members from the respective institutions, the Chief Executive of KAS 

prepares the list of members and sends it to the Prime Minister, who has issued a decision for 

the establishment of the Council. 

Representatives of the business community and research organizations from the field of 

statistics are appointed according to the procedures set out in the Law and in the Regulations 

of the Statistical Council. 

The Council usually meets at least once every three months, but can be convened more often, 

depending on the issues requested for consideration by the Chief Executive of KAS, the 

Chairman or at the request of at least three (3) members of the Council. 

Decisions are taken by open vote and the President of the Council votes the last. The Council 

decides by a majority of the votes of the members present. Each member of the Council has 

the right to vote in the Council. If the vote was not secret and the votes were equal, the vote of 

the Chairman of the Council is decisive. 

Technically and through administration, the KAS supports the activity of the Council. KAS 

exercises the functions of the Council’s Secretariat, where it keeps the minutes of the meeting 

of the Council, coordinates the work of drafting the recommendations, reports and other 

necessary documents, takes care of the retention, delivery and preservation of documents 

arising from the work of the Council, etc. 

The Council reports to the Prime Minister and the Government of the Republic of Kosovo at 

least once a year, or every other time when requested by the Prime Minister or the Government. 
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3. Main activities during 2012 

 

In accordance with Article 9 of the Law on Official Statistics of the Republic of Kosovo 

defining the composition of the Statistical Council, in February 2012 was held the first meeting 

of the Statistical Council in the composition defined by the law in question (excluding 

representatives from business and research organizations). 

During 2012 the Statistical Council has held a total of 5 meetings. Pursuant to Article 9 and 

Article 10 on the functioning of the Statistical Council, during the first meeting held on 

24.02.212 and on the continuation of this meeting on 06.04.2012, were elected representatives 

from Business and Research organizations in the field of statistics. With the majority of votes 

in the Council during these two meetings it was decided that business representatives should 

be representatives of the Kosovo Alliance of Business, while from research organizations in 

the field of statistics to be a representative from the IEME Institute. 

After selecting representatives from the business and research organization in the field of 

statistics, the composition of the Statistical Council was finalized. As a result, at the second 

meeting held on May 11, 2012, by unanimous vote, Chairman of the Statistical Council was 

elected Mr. Mentor Geci, Director of the Statistics Department of the CBK, while the Deputy 

Chairman was elected Mr. Isa Krasniqi - Chief Executive Officer of the Kosovo Agency of 

Statistics. At the same time, the content of the Statutory Council Regulation was reviewed and 

approved. 

The Statistical Council, between 15-16 of November 2012, attended the round table organized 

by KAS (held in Tirana, Albania) on drafting the 5 year statistical plan together with the 

Working Group. Within this roundtable, each member of the Statistical Council has given its 

advisory input in drafting the plan in its area of responsibility. The role of Council members 

has been important in further advancing the quality of this strategic planning document 

focusing on prioritizing statistical areas within this document. 

In addition, after receiving the first draft of the 5 year statistical plan, during the fourth meeting 

of the Statistical Council, on December 10, 2012, where were present the counselors from the 

Swedish organization SIDA who supported the drafting of this document, were given 

comments / additional suggestions with a view to supplementing and improving the quality of 

the current draft before the draft is submitted for approval to the Government. Also, these 

comments in written form were also forwarded by the Chairman of the Statistical Council to 

the Chief Executive of the Kosovo Agency of Statistics. Among other things, the Council's 

comments focused on the objectives for the coming years (beyond the objectives set out in the 

Law on Statistics), the inclusion of the risk plan and the publication calendar, as well as general 

comments on the overall structure of the document. 

The further focus of the work of the Statistical Council has been the consolidation and 

harmonization of the legal basis governing the field of statistical publications by official 

statistics producers. In this context, it is required to collect all legal grounds, including 

secondary legislation regulating the publication of statistics. This is due to the elimination of 
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differences in figures published by various institutions and to identify areas where further 

progress can be made in the context of the more accurate specification of statistical reporting 

In the framework of the meetings was discussed also about the financial position of the Kosovo 

Agency of Statistics, and the possibility of reviewing the budget increase for this institution in 

order to increase the quality of the published statistics. Within this topic, the possibility of using 

the role of the Statistical Council as a lobbying body in budgeting for this institution was 

considered. 

In the framework of the Statistical Council, it was reported on the approval of the Strategic 

Plan 2013-2017 by the Government of Kosovo on 09.01.2013, as a document that has its main 

mission to meet user requirements with qualitative, reliable and objective statistical data. 

At the last meeting, the issue of initiating the functioning of the working groups was discussed 

in order to advance the statistical publications as well as to fulfill international statistical 

obligations such as GDDS (General Data Dissemination Standards) and others. Also within 

these discussions was raised the issue of non-publication of trade statistics by the CBK, and 

addressing this issue, for the fact that it was raised as a concern by the IMF. Furthermore, the 

publication of trade statistics is the responsibility of KAS. In this context, a joint meeting was 

held between the CBK, KAS and MoF to resolve this issue within this competence and legal 

space within this context. 

 

4. Work plan of the Statistical Council for 2013 

 

The Statistical Council as a body with a recommendable power since its establishment has so 

far focused mainly on the Official Statistics Programme 2013-2017, which has already been 

published in the Official Gazette of the Republic of Kosovo. Despite the relatively short period 

of establishment, the Statistical Council has been proactive in addressing important issues in 

function of the statistical system of the Republic of Kosovo. The identified priorities of the 

Statistical Council, which at the same time constitute the work plan for 2013, relate to: (i) 

advancement of Kosovo's Statistical System, (ii) monitoring the implementation of the Official 

Statistics Programme, and (iii) harmonization of secondary legislation. 

According to the responsibilities based on the Law on Official Statistics of the Republic of 

Kosovo, also specified in the Procedural Regulation on the Functioning of the Statistical 

Council, the latter has the main responsibilities for establishing the Statistical System of the 

Republic of Kosovo. This refers to the creation of working groups for the development of 

statistical directives/instructions, for the integration of statistical fields into the statistical 

system of Kosovo. This point is multi-dimensional and includes all areas of statistical 

cooperation since the coordination regarding data collection, compilation, publication which 

in other words implies the integration of the statistical system between all relevant institutions 

and to the development of different statistical applications that would support this issue in a 
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technical context. The advancement of Kosovo's statistical system is devoted to the national 

and international level. At the national level, specific focus will be on addressing issues related 

to the production and publication of official statistics. Consistency between the producers of 

official statistics and public institutions in general will constitute the nucleus of this point. 

Moreover, this will affect the more efficient allocation of human resources by not engaging 

different institutions in the same work. 

At international level, the main trend will be on further advancement in international statistical 

standards such as (i) the transition from the General Data Dissemination Standards (GDDS) to 

the Special Data Dissemination System. The SDDS system, unlike the GDDS, contains more 

and more specific statistical requirements, and (ii) convergence with the European Union's 

statistical standards as one of the prerequisites for membership in European Union. 

The monitoring of the implementation of the Official Statistics Programme is the second 

priority that falls within the 2013 plan. The Programme, approved by the Government of 

Kosovo at the beginning of this year, represents a voluminous document and includes the 

period 2013-2017. The follow up of the implementation of new statistical projects by producers 

of official statistics and beyond is the essence of monitoring the implementation of the Official 

Statistics Programme. 

Among the topics of special importance in Kosovo is the harmonization of secondary 

legislation in the field of statistics. In line with the practices of the countries of the European 

Union, the specification, creation and harmonization of secondary legislation is more than 

indispensable. This would help to eliminate legal (potential) discrepancies regarding the 

production and publication of official statistics in the Republic of Kosovo. Moreover, this 

would help to better inform the general public about official statistics in the Republic of 

Kosovo. 


