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Kosovo In A Nutshell:

Number of Municipalities: 37,  
of which 34 enumerated in the census

Total land area: 10,908 km²  
EU27 : 4,324,782 km2

EU larger: Metropolitan France, 551,695 km2

EU smaller: Luxembourg, 2,586 km2

EU closest: Cyprus, 9,250 km2

Resident population: 1,739,825
EU27 : 502,519,900
EU larger: Germany, 81,751,600
EU smaller: Malta, 417,600
EU closest: Slovenia, 2,050,100

Total number of households: 297,090 
Total number of dwellings: 412,884
of which occupied dwellings: 71%

Percentage of people living in rural 
areas: 61%
EU27: 20%
EU larger: Ireland, 70.5%
EU smaller: Cyprus/Malta : 0%
EU closest : Finland, 62,4%

Compared to European Union Member States, Kosovo is a rather small 
country where people live predominantly in rural areas. It is quite 

densely populated. The strikingly big households’ size contrasts with the 
henceforth reduced one of EU countries.  

Average size of household: 5.85 
persons
EU27: 2.4
EU larger: Bulgaria/Romania, 2.9
EU smaller: Denmark/Germany, 2.0

Population density (people per km2): 
177.4 
EU27: 116 
EU larger: Netherlands, 393
EU lowest: Finland, 16
EU closest : Luxembourg, 190

Highest mountain - Gjeravica: 
2,656m
EU27: 4,810m (Mont Blanc, France/
Italy, ranked  11th in the world)
EU closest: Slovakia, Gerlachspitze, 
2655m

Longest river - White Drin, 122 km 
Largest lake - Gazivoda 9.1 km²
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Population Density by Municipality (people per km2)

code Municipality code Municipality
01 Deçan/Dečani 20 Prizren/Prizren

02 Gjakovë/Đakovica 21 Skënderaj/Srbica
03 Gllogovc/Glogovac 22 Shtime/Štimlje
04 Gjilan/Gnjilane 23 Štrpce/Shtërpcë
05 Dragash/Dragaš 24 Suharekë/Suva Reka
06 Istog/Istok 25 Ferizaj/Uroševac
07 Kaçanik/Kačanik 26 Viti/Vitina
08 Klinë/Klina 27 Vushtrri/Vučitrn
09 Fushë Kosovë/Kosovo 

Polje
28 Zubin Potok/Zubin Potok

10 Kamenicë/Kamenica 29 Zvečan/Zveçan
11 Mitrovicë/Mitrovica 30 Malishevë/Mališevo
12 Leposavić/Leposaviq 31 Junik/Junik
13 Lipjan/Lipljan 32 Mamusha/Mamuša
14 Novobërdë/Novo Brdo 33 Hani i Elezit/Đeneral 

Janković
15 Obiliq/Obilić 34 Gračanica/Graçanicë
16 Rahovec/Orahovac 35 Ranilug/Ranillug
17 Pejë/Peć 36 Parteš/Partesh
18 Podujevë/Podujevo 37 Klokot/Kllokot
19 Pristina

LEgEnd
Population density

Data not available (3)
< = 100 (9)
101 - 150 (6)
151 - 200 (7)
201 - 300 (8)
>300 (4)
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Distribution of Rural Population by Municipality

Glossary: EU27 refers to the whole European Union, counting its current 27 Member States. 
The source of data is Eurostat, the Statistical Office of the European Union; data refer 
to 2011. A household comprises all persons living in the same dwelling who share their 
main means of subsistence. Household here refers to the concept of private household, 
by opposition to collective households such as religious congregations, health centres, 
orphanages, etc.The classification of settlements as rural or urban considered in the census 
is based on administrative definitions; in some cases, settlements have mixed habitat and 
do not represent a fully rural or fully urban reality.

code Municipality code Municipality
01 Deçan/Dečani 20 Prizren/Prizren

02 Gjakovë/Đakovica 21 Skënderaj/Srbica
03 Gllogovc/Glogovac 22 Shtime/Štimlje
04 Gjilan/Gnjilane 23 Štrpce/Shtërpcë
05 Dragash/Dragaš 24 Suharekë/Suva Reka
06 Istog/Istok 25 Ferizaj/Uroševac
07 Kaçanik/Kačanik 26 Viti/Vitina
08 Klinë/Klina 27 Vushtrri/Vučitrn
09 Fushë Kosovë/Kosovo 

Polje
28 Zubin Potok/Zubin Potok

10 Kamenicë/Kamenica 29 Zvečan/Zveçan
11 Mitrovicë/Mitrovica 30 Malishevë/Mališevo
12 Leposavić/Leposaviq 31 Junik/Junik
13 Lipjan/Lipljan 32 Mamusha/Mamuša
14 Novobërdë/Novo Brdo 33 Hani i Elezit/Đeneral 

Janković
15 Obiliq/Obilić 34 Gračanica/Graçanicë
16 Rahovec/Orahovac 35 Ranilug/Ranillug
17 Pejë/Peć 36 Parteš/Partesh
18 Podujevë/Podujevo 37 Klokot/Kllokot
19 Pristina

LEgEnd
Rural Population %

Data not available (3)
< 30 % (1)
30 - 70 % (10)
71 - 90 % (12)
>90% (11)
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The population pyramid above provides the age and gender structure of Kosovo 
residents. It indicates a progressive contraction of birth rates in the last decade, as 
the 0-4 age class is smaller than the 5-9 one, which again is smaller than the 10-14 
age group. At older ages, the fact that there are more females than males reveals 
that as in the rest of the world women tend to live longer than men. Yet, in Kosovo, 
there is a prevalence of men in the total population (101.32 men for 100 women; 
an opposite situation prevails in the EU27 where the male/female ratio expressed in 
percent is 96).

Population pyramid for Kosovo at 31st of March 2011

Male  21.6 %
Female  26.4 % 
Total  23.9 %

EU27   111.54 %
Min EU (Ireland)  53.05 % 
Max EU (Germany)  153.33 %

80+
75-79
70-74
65-69
60-64
55-59
50-54
45-49
40-44
35-39
30-34
25-29
20-24
15-19
10-14

5-9
0-4

100000 50000 10000050000

FemaleMale
For 100 Women, there are:
101.32  Men in Kosovo
96           Men in EU

0
Number of People

Ag
e

Ageing index

EU Data refer to year 2010 - Source: Eurostat

For 100 young persons: 
Kosovo has 24 elderly;
European Union has 111 of them.
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Glossary: The male to female ratio indicates how many men there are for 100 women. 
Ageing index: is the ratio between the population aged 65 and older and the population 14 
years old or younger. The result is multiplied by 100. It indicates how many old people there 
are per 100 young people.

Despite this fertility drop, population in Kosovo is still very young: The median 
age of the Kosovo’s population was 26.3 at census date; this means that half of 
the Kosovo’s population was younger than 26.3 years, while half was older. In EU27  
this median was 40.9 years in 2010.  

The ageing index tells us that that for every individual older than 64 there are 4 
people younger than 15 years old.  

        

Population Pyramid – shows in one graph how many men and women there are in 
various age groups. The left part concerns men, while the right part is about women. 
Ages (5 years classes) are shown on the left side; number of persons can be read at 
the base of the figure. 

About 4 persons aged 
0-14 years

for forone aged over 64 years Less than 1 young one aged over 64 years

Kosovo, a young country European Union, an aged population

Kosovo is characterized by a very young population structure; however, 
the observed narrowing of the pyramid at young ages will bear ageing 
consequence in the future. The young persons aged today between 10 

and 19 years form the larger age category; while advancing in age, they 
will progressively put strain on higher education institutions, then on the 
labour market. This makes from education and employment challenging 

social-policy targets.
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Less than a quarter of the households correspond to a single family nucleus (parents 
with their children; 24%) but in most of the cases, several generations or siblings with 
their own families share the same roof (62%). Single-parent families living without 
any other relative are 2.4%, while one-person households are 2.9%. Household 
structure reflects clearly the traditional custom where a woman joins the husband’s 
household after marriage. In 88.5% of cases, the head of the household is a male. 
When households are headed by a woman, in 64.1% of case she is a widow. Among 
persons aged over 35, the share of never married people is extremely low (2.5%); 
Kosovo adults are typically married persons with children. Most people get married 
before the age of 30. The number of divorced people per 1,000 inhabitants is 4. A very 
low figure compared, for example, to Italy (18‰) [Source: Istat].

Distribution of households according to their composition

Living arrangements where extended families share the same lodging is 
widely spread; these large households where several families share their 

main resources for living play an important role in social support for elderly 
and children care, and constitute a security net for persons without or with 

poor income.

Three or more 
adults with 
children and no 
mature

One or two adults 
with mature, no 
children

Two adults with 
children no mature

Three or more 
adults, no children, 
mature

Three or more 
adults with 
children and 
mature

No adults (children 
or mature or both)

Two adults with 
children and 
mature

One adult with 
children, no mature

Only adults (no 
children, no 
mature)

One adult with 
children and 
mature

Household composition: percentage of households (Descending order by %)

23.86 %

4.86 %

23.70 %

4.45 %

19.00 %

3.53 %

9.02 %

2.40 %

8.47 %

0.71 %
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Location Sex Age

marital status urban Rural male Female 0-15 16-20 21-25 26-30 31-35 36-40 41-50 51-60 61+

never married 49.8% 52.2% 55.0% 47.5% 100.0% 94.9% 70.3% 36.4% 15.8% 8.5% 4.2% 2.0% 1.1%

married with 
Certificate 41.6% 39.2% 39.0% 41.2% 0.0% 3.1% 20.9% 49.1% 69.8% 80.0% 87.7% 87.7% 67.6%

married without 
Certificate 4.2% 4.7% 4.3% 4.7% 0.0% 1.9% 8.4% 13.7% 13.2% 9.6% 4.8% 2.0% 1.4%

Widowed 4.0% 3.6% 1.4% 6.2% 0.0% 0.1% 0.1% 0.3% 0.6% 1.2% 2.7% 7.8% 29.6%

divorced 0.4% 0.2% 0.2% 0.4% 0.0% 0.0% 0.2% 0.4% 0.6% 0.6% 0.6% 0.5% 0.3%

total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Distribution of the population per marital status and gender, location and age

Some record data from the census*:
- Biggest number of households in the same dwelling: 6 
- Larger household size: 50 persons
- Oldest person: a female of 111 years, living in a village
- Highest number of children in the same family: 20

Definitions adopted:
Adult: person aged between 18 and 59
Child: person aged 17 or younger
Mature/Old: person aged 60 or more

Glossary: In statistical definition, Family refers to a family nucleus and is restricted to: a) a 
couple without children; b) a couple with one or more children; c) a lone parent with one or 
more children.

* Cases presented can be more than 1
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Does the household have any land in ownership or in use in Kosovo?

Half of the households having the following 
farm animals possess less than:

The number of (sheep equivalent) grazing animal per ha of pasture land: 11.89 (FAO 
recommended: 10)

Number of agricultural machines per hectare of cultivated land (wheat, maize, potato, pepper): 
0.70 (EU:0.03)

Share of land owned by the households that is devoted to agriculture: 91.10% (EU: 40%)

Average size of land available for agriculture per household: 1.39ha 

No
34.32 %

Yes
65.68 %

2 Livestock

1 Cow for milking

30 Sheep

3 Goats

2 Pigs

1 Horse/donkey

10 Fowls

5 Beehives

Have farm
animals

0.0 %

10.0 %

20.0 %

30.0 %

40.0 %

50.0 %

60.0 %

Do not have
farm animals
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Cultivated surfaces by type of cultivation

The structure of agriculture activity among Kosovo households is not likely to be 
productive. Most of the land parcels are around 1 hectare and half of the households 
have less than 0.65 hectare, generating self-subsistence type of use rather than 
commercial one. Households who hold farm animals have few of them: the major part 
of households possesses only 1 cow for milking, 1 goat, 1 horse or 10 fowls… but 
there are too many tractors on the fields:… and circulating on the roads…. Indeed, 
over 1/4 of the households having a land also have an agriculture machine, and among 
them, over 75% have low capacity tractor. Cereals combines are on the contrary very 
low number (they are 964 in total in Kosovo). Grazing animals are also slightly too 
numerous for the available land of pasture.    

Agriculture in Kosovo is a widespread activity among households but its 
organization can be improved: for example the average size of land or the 
number of farm animals per household is very small, while the number of 

agricultural machines is high. This shows low efficiency in the management of 
agriculture resources and is preventing from creating economies of scale.

Glossary: Grazing animals: sheep, goats and cattle 
One sheep equivalent (SE) = 1 sheep = 0,8 goats = 0,2 cattle 
Horsepower: is a common measure for engine power, due to Watt who learned that 
“a strong horse” could lift 68 kg a distance of 67 meters in 1 minute  
One hectare: 100 Ares, which correspond to 10,000 square meters

Wheat
58.48 %

Maize
34.02 %

Potatoes
3.90 %

Peppers
3.60 %
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Despite the incredible boost of building constructions in the last 20 years (roughly 
57% of all buildings of Kosovo date in the last two decades), the percentage of those 
fully equipped is still too low (59.19%). The balance is more worrying if urban and 
rural dwellings are compared: in rural areas, only 42.02% of the existing dwellings are 
fully equipped with bathing, toilet, kitchen and heating facilities.

Over one third of Kosovo inhabitations were built in the last decade. Urban 
planning and landscape management are crucial issues to ensure that 

this construction boom respects modern building norms and preserves the 
environment.

Buildings by year of construction and location

< 1960
1960-1969

1970-1979

1980-1989

1999-2000

2001-2011

< 1960

1960-1969

1970-1979

1980-1989

1999-2000

2001-2011

7.00%

5.82%

15.03%

21.79%

16.79%

33.57%

3.15%
2.43%

10.58%

20.71%

27.78%

35.35%

Urban Rural



Housing

13

Definitions Adopted:
A dwelling has full facilities if it has all of 1) piped water inside the housing unit; 
2) a piped system for wastewater; 3) flush toilet inside the housing unit; 4) fixed 
bath or shower; 5) kitchen (or kitchenette). It has: some deficit if one out of five is 
missing; severe deficit if two out of five are missing; very severe deficit if there are 
at least 3 out of five facilities missing.   

Distribution of dwellings according to the availability of facilities

By area of location By year of construction

Urban
0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Rural

Dwelling with 
full facilities

Dwelling with 
some facility
deficit 

Dwelling with 
severe facility
deficit 

Dwelling with 
very severe 
facility deficit 

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

<1960 1960-
1969

1970-
1979

1980-
1989

1999-
2000

2001-
2011

The rural area is an obvious target for the development of housing 
infrastructure services above all water supply and waste-water sewage.
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A large majority of Kosovo dwellings uses a stove as main source of heating. It 
is  urprising that this does not depend on the year of construction of the building. 
Indeed, even recent Constructions (2001-2011) use a stove as main heating source in 
a proportion of 85.2%.

The period in which buildings have been more tied to a public central system date from 
the period 1960-69 while over time, there has been a decrease in the use of portable 
electric heater. Indeed dwellings built before 1960 used this as main heating device 
in 10% of cases, while it is used in the last decade in a proportion of 3%  only. On the 
contrary, there has been progressive and regular increase of private central heating 
installations over time. In 2001-2011, 8.7% of dwellings use this type of installation, 
against 2% of dwellings built before 1960.   

Wood is by far the main source of energy used for heating; this contributes 
to the severe deforestation problem affecting Kosovo and makes ecosystem 

equilibrium unsustainable. Management and production of energetic resources 
are both economic and ecological issues for the country.

Stove

Private central heating

Portable electric heater

Central heating from a 
public heating centre

Fireplace

Other

No heating at all

86.16%

4.85%

3.88%

3.31%

1.43%

0.30%

0.07%
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 Year of construction

 <1960 1960-1969 1970-1979 1980-1989 1990-2000 2001-2011 total

Wood 83.32 80.96 87.69 86.75 92.92 87.92 88.34

Electricity 12.09 10.03 5.35 4.62 2.26 6.19 5.23

Oil 2.28 6.98 4.72 6.23 2.54 2.28 3.69

Coal 1.80 1.74 1.92 2.06 2.11 3.06 2.36

Gaseous fuel 0.44 0.25 0.26 0.29 0.12 0.37 0.28

Other type of energy 0.07 0.04 0.07 0.05 0.05 0.19 0.10

Total 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00

Distribution of dwellings  per main type of energy used for heating and year of construction 

(%) - Data are in descending order with respect to the last column

Glossary: Dwelling: a building or place of shelter to live in. 
Housing unit: a house, apartment, mobile home, trailer, group of rooms, or single room 
occupied or intended for occupancy as separate living quarters.
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  urban Rural total

Telephone
(total 100%)

Fixed telephone only 4.30 2.83 3.47

Mobile phone only 66.36 85.74 77.38

Both fixed and mobile 28.33 9.60 17.68

Neither fixed nor mobile telephone 1.01 1.83 1.48

Personal 
Computer (PC)

(total 100%)

Household with PC 73.94 53.92 62.56

Household without PC 26.06 46.08 37.44

Internet
(total 100%)

Household with access to internet 69.76 47.38 57.04

Household without access to internet 30.24 52.62 42.96

The most common communication tool in Kosovo is mobile telephone which is particularly 
widespread among households in rural areas where fixed telephone lines are not 
distributed everywhere. The proportion of households having neither a telephone nor a 
mobile is low (1.5% at national level). A great share of the households has a PC at home; 
even in rural areas, over half of the households possess a PC.

Having a PC does not mean having access to internet. Under this viewpoint, an important 
gap exists between rural and urban areas, especially when it comes to the share of (young) 
population: 72.41% of young residents in urban zones have access to this window on the 
world greatly enhancing their knowledge possibilities over youth in rural areas.

Kosovo census: Percentage of households per location and access to ICT equipment

Share of young population (aged 10-18) with potential access to the internet and a PC in the 
housing unit

Urban
0.0 %

20.0 %

40.0 %

46.96 %

72.41%

56.06 %
60.0 %

80.0 %

Rural Total



Access to technology

17

“Progress in the development of the information society is regarded as 
critical to improve the competitiveness of EU industry and, more gener-

ally, to meet the demands of society and the EU economy. Information and commu-
nication technologies (ICT) affect people’s everyday lives in many ways, both at work 
and in the home, and EU policies in this area range from regulating entire sectors to 
trying to protect an individual’s privacy.”Eurostat, September 2011

As can be seen from the graph below, in the European Union, access to internet is 
guaranteed to a large majority of households of the Northern part. In the South, this 
access is less developed, especially in Bulgaria and Romania where less than half of 
the household can access internet from home.

Internet Access of Households in the EU and some Partner Countries, 2009-2010 (% Of All Households)
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Kosovo households have quite spread access to telecommunication and 
information technology from home. Yet, the development of high speed 

telecommunication networks over the rural areas of the country would allow 
providing better equity of chances between young people living in cities and 

the ones living in villages as regards Internet access and all the personal and 
economic possibilities it offers. 

Glossary: ICT (Information and Communication Technology): ICT covers any product that will 
store, retrieve, manipulate, transmit or receive information electronically in a digital form. In 
this brochure, slightly abusing the definition, we include in the category also fixed telephones.
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Distribution of the population by level of highest educational attainment, gender and location

(only people aged 27years  or more are considered)

Data on completed education levels show notable discrepancies between rural and 
urban areas, and especially between men and women. While 60.6% of male residents 
have completed at least a upper-secondary degree, this is the case only for 27.3% 
of Kosovo women. Higher education (vocational or university degree) is also clearly 
much more accessible to people residing in urban zones. In total population aged 
over 26 years, 56% never got a higher diploma than low-secondary school. Around 
11% of the residents possess a higher education degree.

Urban
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Rural Male
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Female Total

Higher education (at least
bachelor)

Upper secondary

Primary or lower 
secondary

No formal or completed
education

Some of the EU objectives on education

European Member States agreed in 2003 a series of “Reference Levels of European 
Average Performance in Education and Training (Benchmarks)” against which their 
systems would be measured. These required among others that before 2010:
•   not more than 10% of school pupils should leave school before the end of 

compulsory schooling;
•  at least 85% of 22-year olds should have completed upper secondary education.
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Illiteracy rate by age

In Kosovo, almost all younger generations are literate, which shows that basic 
education is accessible to all for now more than 40 years. Yet, lot remains to 

be done in promoting women access to higher levels of education. 

Glossary: Illiteracy rate: % of people aged 15 and above who cannot read and write in any 
languages over the whole population of the same age.  
Level of highest educational attainment: The highest level of education achieved by a 
person in relation to completed formal education.

Total illiteracy rates
Kosovo total:  3.16 %
Males   1.28 % 
Females   5.07 %

Min EU27 (Estonia)  53.05 % 
Max EU27 (Portugal)  153.33 %

An illiterate person is someone who can neither read nor write

EU Data refer to year 2011 Source: United Nations
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Knowledge of foreign languages is quite spread among Kosovo population: in total, 
44.25% can speak at least one other language than the one spoken at home. There 
are much more polyglots among men since they have been more educated and are 
more mobile geographically.  

 

Distribution of residents according to the number of languages other than mother tongue that 
they can speak, by gender
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80%

None One Two Three of more

Male Female

43.40% 67.99% 35.40% 21.19% 15.00% 7.98% 6.19%

37.5%EU27 in 2007: 34.9% 19.9% 7.8%

2.84%

Rate of people who speak 
English, by age

Rate of people  per number of languages 
spoken (except mother tongue), by age
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Distribution of these data by age shows a shift among the generations: while over one 
third of persons younger than 25 years speak English, they are decreasingly less as the 
age is higher, and old generations do not know English at all.  On the other hand, the 
spread knowledge of one foreign language among circa 30% of people aged over 40 
is mainly linked to the exposure of Albanian speakers to Serbian language during ex-
Yugoslav time.

 
People aged 21-29 People aged 30-39 People aged 40+

urban Rural male Female urban Rural male Female urban Rural male Female

No formal or 
completed 
education 1.93 1.97 1.48 2.47 2.17 2.58 1.44 3.37 9.74 13.95 5.38 18.73

Primary 
or lower 
secondary 20.74 38.10 24.70 38.82 34.44 58.03 35.02 62.10 38.13 56.71 36.78 60.70

Upper 
secondary 59.36 50.95 61.96 45.74 48.27 33.54 52.80 26.34 34.25 22.27 40.36 14.74

Higher 
education (at 
least bachelor) - - - - 15.12 5.86 10.74 8.20 17.88 7.07 17.48 5.83

Total 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00

 
The table above illustrates well the progress made over time in educational 
attainment. People without any education represent nowadays around 2% of the 
21-29 age group, while for persons older than 40 years, this percentage reaches up 
to 19% among women. The discrepancy between rural and urban areas and between 
male and female is also decreasing over time. Nonetheless, the educational level of 
females in young active age is still lagging behind the male one, and higher education 
is clearly less accessible to rural areas.

A comparison of highest educational attainment levels among generations

Females and persons living in non-urban areas are seriously disadvantaged 
regarding personal capacity of socio-economic insertion. They are less 

educated, have lower knowledge of foreign languages and much reduced 
access to modern technology, being consequently more isolated from 

information or social networks.
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The census does not provide precise data on health apart from disability ones. Yet, 
some variables can serve as very raw indicators of the situation in this sector. For 
instance, the reduced number of very old people compared to EU countries indicates 
a still low life expectancy. Figures on marital status show that 30% almost of Kosovo 
persons aged 60 and over are widowed. This important proportion results from a still 
high mortality scheme. Some surveys made in Kosovo, confirming data from vital 
statistics, show indeed that the life expectancy level is still low: in average, Kosovars 
can expect to live 69.65 years, while an European Union resident is living in average 10 
years longer (79.42009 data for EU27), and this despite important discrepancies among the 27 
Member States. From the census, it appears that 4.21% of Kosovo population suffer 
from long standing difficulties.

          

No long-standing difficulty among all residents

male Female 15-40 41-55 56-65

95.89% 95.68% 98.21% 93.59% 85.01%

Slightly impaired among the impaired

male Female 15-40 41-55 56-65

39.31% 41.00% 14.92% 41.78% 44.57%

Severely impaired among the impaired

male Female 15-40 41-55 56-65

21.56% 28.57% 26.20% 22.10% 27.47%

Long standing 
difficulties
4.21 %

No long standing 
difficulties

95.79 %
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Definitions Adopted:
A person is slightly impaired if he/she declares to have long standing difficulties and 
indicates to have some difficulty in 1 or 2 activities. 
A person is severely impaired if he/she declares to have long standing difficulties and 
indicates to have a lot of difficulties or cannot do at all 3 or more activities.  
The activities indicated are: 1) learning, remembering or concentrating; 2) dressing, 
bathing or getting around inside the home; 3) going outside the home alone to shop 
or visit a doctor; 4) working at a job or business or attending school or college; 5) 
participating in other activities (e.g. leisure or using transport).

In Kosovo, disability affects 77,730 persons. Older generations suffer 
more from some incapacity, but among people severely impaired, the age 

distribution is not significant.
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Urban Rural Total

male Female total male Female total male Female total

Economically active 80.8% 56.8% 68.7% 79.6% 44.4% 62.2% 80.1% 49.3% 64.7%

Not economically 
active

19.2% 43.2% 31.3% 20.4% 55.6% 37.8% 19.9% 50.7% 35.3%

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

In Kosovo, activity rates are low. Census data reveal that many people, discouraged 
by unsuccessful seeking for a job, are not anymore taking any steps to find a paid 
activity and enter this way in the non-active category. Men in working age are 
available to have an economic activity in higher proportions, whatever their area of 
living; but women are considerably less likely to enter the labour force, especially 
in rural areas. In the latter however, farm activities produced by women are often 
mixed up with housekeeping, and some under-measurement of activity might stem 
from this. 

Looking at the data, it’s stunning how low the employment rate is: only 24.5% of the 
population of 15 to 64 years has a job, and women are particularly disadvantaged. 
In EU27 the employment rate in 2011 was 68.6%, with Greece reaching the minimum 
(59.9%) and Sweden the maximum (80%) (source: Eurostat).

Distribution of the population aged 15-64 according to the activity status

Employment/Unemployment rates, by gender
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The number of people employed is 278,572. The number of hours worked per week 
by the majority of employed is 40 hours. Looking at the employment rates, the most 
important difference to highlight is between male and female: only 11% of women are 
employed, and 55% of the already scarce female labour force is unemployed.

The employment situation is especially dramatic for the younger people, aged 15 to 
24 years. While only 10% of the population of this age category is in employment, the 
unemployment rate reaches 65%, meaning that among the 15-24 who are actively 
looking for a job, over two third cannot find one. Employment does not even concern 
one third of the persons aged 25-50, and the ones of them who would like to work but 
cannot find an occupation are 43%. Figures of employment and unemployment are 
equal for the 50-64 age group, with a rate of 28%. 

Education plays an important role as regards the chance to be employed: among 
persons having university degree, the rate of unemployed is only 3%, while it is 27% 
for the ones who stopped studying after upper secondary school and represents 32% 
for persons having only completed the lower secondary school.  

Employment/Unemployment rates, by age groups
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Too many people in Kosovo do not work, especially women and the 
youngsters. Promoting the creation of jobs is the highest priority to improve 
the social and economic well-being of the residents, curb the emigration and 

avoid breaching social cohesion.
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Glossary: Active population: measures the potential labour supply of a country; it is 
composed of all residents from 15 to 64 years who are working (the employed) or looking 
for a job (the unemployed). It includes both paid and unpaid workers (the self-employed 
and helpers) resident in the country, but not those who work there without being resident. 
The unemployed labour force consists of people who are available for work and looking for 
a job. The non active population is composed by all other persons aged 15 to 64 years who 
are not working and not looking for a job; It is split into 4 groups: attendants of educational 
institutions; retired; engaged in family duties; other economically inactive (ex. unable to 
work for sickness or disability reason).  
Activity rate: ratio between active population and the whole population aged 15-64; the 
result is expressed as a percentage.   
Employment rate: persons in employment of a certain age category as percentage of the 
total population of this age category. Unemployment rate: unemployed expressed as 
percentage of the active population.

Distribution of population by gender and the two main sources of livelihood 
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A reduced proportion of Kosovo residents can live from their work only. While 22.7% 
of men have only work as main source of livelihood, women have to rely mainly on 
the support of other persons and on other sources of income. The share of persons 
living from the sole social care or only from pension is very low, showing that the 
State support for living is still not highly developed.         

The unique source of income for 26.96% of the population is the one coming from 
other persons (who are likely to be members of the family). When the education level 
increases this percentage decreases, showing that more educated people are much 
less dependent on the others. Families are economically supporting the youngest 
(aged 15-19) and the women in respective proportions of 45.5% and 34.39%.

Percentage of people living only from work, by age group

Kosovo women are characterized by a high level of economic dependence as 
their main source for living is the support of others. In the total population 

residing in Kosovo, only 16% of persons are living only from their work. Very 
few persons can live only from their pension or from social care.
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